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Th Litclltieh1111iufag a:u<l Power l'ompouy driUed a hole witb a di1tmon<l 
lrilJ from th I ott m of th shaft, which wa 53j feet clcep, t a am ix feet 

-! inl'b thick. which wa found at the depth f 6 feet. 'rhe ·baft ha l,eeu 
unk t tho lower ,:;e:un · the upp r am has b en aband n d and tlte lower 

seam i now 1Jeu1g- <le,elop d. 
The ('hi ago-,ir'l 11 nl min form rly 

angnm u <·ounty. 
re t d at the mine of 

the engine r hac1 rh pumr in hilled for ti re purpr, e. apart, p11 king the water 
nd, i,O th wat r ·c1Ti · , c ultl not b u d to extinvui. h tho firl'. 'l'he mine 

was itll until 1wil '.!~ J 96. 
Tho ug-in h n. o an<l b · ting-d pru .. tment boiler hou w 1· ae b-oyed 

and tb, hoisting- ·ngitt damaged by a tir that l-ltm·t cl about .i a. m. on 
11Car<·lt Ci 1896, at · . 6 miue of lb 'onsolidated oal Company of 'L L ui 
,\l .'taunton, Mivonpiu c unty. 

June 12 l ,i96, at )1b ut o clock, a fire ·tart ,l in ti1e ilh u~e uem· th 
li tt m of the hoisting haft, f th Taylorl"'ill 'oal ' mpany Taylorville, 
( 'hri tian county. 'I'b b ttom timl, r b cam ignit d, th n th fit· wa. 
,Jonveyed up the shaft to th top work:,. which w 1' quickly de. tro)- cl. The 
damag cou i. t cl in tho l urning ol' th bottom timber,; whiclilot down larg 
mas ·e · t unlwoke11 1· t•k J'or m di.-tanco al ug hoth id of the main 
,. adwa; , from lh(' b t t m f lh haft· the pm·tinl burning of the lining or 
the shaft, that it had to be ren wed tb1· ughout; th nti.t· 1 h·u tiou of 
tb min buildings und coal-cleaning 11lant, and dnmng t tbe hoi ting 
l'ngin , air com pre" - r :mc1 boil r,; . The mpidii:r " ·ith wltil"b th are wa 
•ommunicated from the bottom l th top wn om wliat . urpri ·ing a. it i 

1· orted that tl1cr wa Yery little in.flammable il in th oilh use, :md the1· wa 
no more ti.rub rill" abont the bottom than t.be 01·Jiuary unlined s t that m· 
plac d where th 1· of aud , id ar fairly g d · th haft wru: wet, a there 
i:- a Jo<lgeroent b low the • urfac d1·ainage thnt oceasionally overflow. , and 
1J1e luift w· h ing m, d n- th down cai-t at h time. Tli m ninth mi.rte 
foff by was f th -cap m 11t shaft. 

F(ltaJ A ccide111~--Tobn L. Dixon, naed 53 year • marrieu, o ~ upati n mine 
u anng r, was ki]]ed at 0:10 a. m .. JuJy 9, 1 !15, at th min f t.lie P uwoll 
'oal Mining (.'ompa11y, Paua, hri · tia11 county. Re wa taudi:ng nea1· th 
levator boot, removing an ob tru tiou 011 the lid , wh u n, railr ad car 

partly filled with 1rnt coal rushed him again t a post'of the e1evator frame 
,·a.u iug instant d ath. 'l'b 1· was a learanc of six_ inches betw en the car 
and th po i' th l nttor. 'rhe car was being mo-ved with a pinchbar. 
man wa Lalkh1g t Mr. Dixon, and the licling doo1· f th levator b t 
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