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Tli,; present year has been one of general activity in the coal business , and 
there have been practically no strikes to interrupt this condition. The only 
trouble wortliy of mention is tile strike at the Decatur Coal Company' s mine, 
at Niantic, Macon cotmty. This mine was idle for nine month'J, on account 
gf the miners insisting that it become a union mine, witb all the condition 
t&at go with such a mine. The Coal ompany insisted that it was impossible 
to make a profit out of the mine under the then exi ·tiog conditions, and it 
would be impo sible to continue operating the mine nuder the term · d mantl
ed by he un ion, as it very materially increa ·ed the cost of prod uction. Arter 
nine month~' idleness the mine r11 urned wol'k a.5 a ma.chine mine, the com
pany in the mean time having put in an electric plant and installed a number 
of J'effrey mining machines. As a 1·esult of the prolonged sh·ike at Nianti<i 
the tonnage of Macon coui1ty will be nearly one-tbitd les thi year than la t 
-q11ite ::i. noticeable fact when compared with all the other auntie compris· 
iug the Fourth District, which shows a considerably increased tonnage over 
last year. That the mines of this district are in a much safer and better 
condition, is evidenced by the small number of fatilities this year compared 
with the preceding year, notwithstanding there w 785,678 more tons of coal 
produced this year than last. This year the di trict produced 3,357,737 ton 
of coal, being 305,249 ton. oE coal mined for each lire lost, and compares fav· 
orably with the older mining counb'ies of the world. 

In nll the larger mines of this district hand mining is being gradually super
ceded by ma.chines , as evidenced by the increase in the number of mach ine 
and the tonnage cut by them. The inefficient and antiquated method of ven
tilating mines with a furnace is being rapidly displaced by the more impl'oved 
mechanical lllethod-that of a fan . There have been more fans placed in the 
mines iu this ddrict during the past yea1· than was over put up in the ame 
length of time since the mine inspection service was inaugurated. Quite a. 
number of small mines that are operated exclusively for local trade have dis· 
placed the olcl furnace with a steam fan, which ,greatly improves the ventila
tion of sucll mines. 

Mine Fires.-Early in the morning of August 5, 1898, fire wa di covered in 
the boiler roolll of the Westville Coal Company' mine, estville. Such rap
id pro.,.res had been made by the fire before beiug discovered that it was an 
1.1tte1· impos ibili ty to save the building, which erved the double purpose of a 
boil r room and an engine l'Oom. The llline being operated exclu ively by 
elech'ic machines, the fire destroyed the large dynamo located io the engine 
room. Fortunately the fire did no damage to the hoi ting engine and boilers. 
After a period of thirty-eight days a new brick engine and boiler room had 
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