June 6, 1894, occurred the
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e ‘Wednesday,
3 serious Tiot €ver know

- mty d Edward Little, brothers, had been
- Peter and. B ; : nty. but had
coal-mine operators in Peoria County, U°°
e then known as the Hilliard
leased what was LA d placed im-
Mine near Wesley CIty. They had-D ich ob-
proved machinery in the wo‘rks, to ﬂWth 0 ;
jection was made by the miners, as many o
them were thereby thrown out of work. The
miners in Peoria County had been on a strike
for sometime, and the fact that coal was being
taken daily from the Hilliard Mine seemed to
be a source of aggravation. The result was
that threats by the strikers to close their mine
came to the ears of the Littles, and they pre-
pared for trouble by storing guns and ammuni-
tion in the tower which overlooked the valley
below. On June 15th, Sheriff J. C. Friederich re-
ceived the following telegram from Ed. Little:
“The miners are coming tomorrow, five hundred
strong, ard armed. -Be on hand early.” Sheriff
Friederich and Deputy Frings swore in about
thirty deputies. They could secure no weapons
worthy of mention, and, consequently, went up
unarmed. In the meantime about three hundred
miners assembled on the opposite side of the
river, and nearly all armed with guns, pistols
and other deadly weapons. They crossed the
river in boats, and under the leadership of John
L. Geher, an ex-member of ‘the Legislature
marchc_ad to the mine. The sight of the mine ir:
(  Mhoy were S e .l'un for the works.
[ to abstain from violenc e armaied nen
e s s Se]; a;ld comma-nded them
Hewittes acide, sag Lo =] tl:Ee sh.emff and his
: g4n firing in the tower,

: : ‘Ehe assault was replied to by the Littles

King a miner by the name of Edward Flow-

. tower we 3
TS, Willlam Die : re the Little

kson colored, Ch
i _ 5% colored, arles
2 ﬂ John EaSh. Seeing that resistance

i
I
Fe

it. Some eleven men
at the time, but all sue
escape. B

Responsibility for this ot
by the miners to rest on the
sion of the affair was. that the;
peated attempts to settle with
peaceably, but had given it up;
the Littles had said he could con
gang with a six-shooter, and they
mined to show him that he couldn
tles claimed that they had a right te
business with machinery, if they
so, without any interference on the p
body.

This cutbreak created intense exe
Pekin, and throughout the county.
reported the facts to the Governor
for arms and requested the Sheriff
county to assist him in making arres
who had lived in, or had fled te, th
No arms were available. On June
Cabinas and a company of State M
Galesburg, and one from Bloomingtons
coln, arrived on the scene with orders:
to Sheriff Friederich. A company
was organized composed of citizens
for the protection of the town, as
been maae by the striking miners
those of their number who had b
and placed in jail. The militia €@
mained on duty for about a week,
then ordered home. By order of tk
Supervisors a hundred Remington T
purchased for use in such emer
have since remained the prope:
county, in charge of the Sheriff.
were advised by an attorney in
not to sttempt to rescue thos

At the September term o
L. Geher and Daniel Cadde
and one Jones, alleged to
ers of the raid, were |
for murder and conspi
tenced to five years’



.wallace —On February 19, 1895, Ak
allace, who lived with his brother-in-
Mn C. Bowlby, on the old Andrew Wal-
homestead in Dillon Township, fatally shot
sister, Mrs. Belle Bowlby, and seriously
nded his brother-in-law and Lawrence
man the hired man.

. There had been some talk of contesting the
~ .will of their father, Andrew Wallace, who was
. Lilled py James Connell in self-defense in
" T'TAI-)ril, 1890, and who had bequeathed his es-
" {ate to Lis daughter, Mrs. Bowlby. This fact
b had led to bickering between Mr. and Mrs.
Bowlby and Albert Wallace, who made frequent
demands for money, and when refused, is said
to have made threats Mr. and Mrs.
Bowlby.

On the night of the tragedy the family had
gathered in the sitting room after supper. Mr.
Bowlby was lying on the lounge and his wife
and Lyman were sitting near. A young woman
living with them was playing the piano and
Wallace was singing. About 9 o’clock Wallace
Stepped cut of doors and was heard to walk
around the house: the next moment a gun was
discharged through the window. Bowlby,
Whose hand was on his forehead, had several
‘ fingers bhiown off and a number of shot entered
!J his head. Mrs. Bowlby sprang and opened the
. door, when she was shot in the stomach.
Lyman was shot twice in the leg, and was
~ badly burned in the face by the powder.

- After the shooting Wallace took a neighbor’s

horse, came to Pekin and surrendered to
,ﬁhenﬂi Stout, and when asked to state what
® matter was, replied: “You will find out
.  On the next day he was bound OVEr
the grand jury in the sum of $1,500, in de-
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trial was gra.nted however, and Bn?é-

x qﬁ L sent ﬁasaile mmmy _t.he ﬁrst conwctmn, at tha cond t ie

remanded for proper senten%_ A
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lowing February term the sentenee .ﬁf

March. On that day a stockade was ere ed i
the Court House yard adjoining the jail b uild-
ing on the west, where the execution to
place. Wallace went to his death without .
tremor, ard paid the full penalty of the laW"
for one of the most revolting crimes known
in the criminal history of Tazewell county.

George W. Smith.—July 1, 1895, Louis Perrill
was shot and killed by his father-in-law,
George W. Smith. Perrill lived on a farm ad-
joining that of Smith, in Dillon township. The
men had been at enmity for some time over
various matters. On the day of the tragedy
Perrill was returning from Dillon, and Smith, ‘
concealed in a wood shed, was lying in wait for i
him. As Perrill came within range, Smith fired
from his place of concealment and Perril
dropped dead in the road. Smith shot him the
second time as he lay in the road, where the
coroner found him when the inquest was called.
Smith went to Delavan and gave himself up.
He claimed that Perrill had frequently threat-
ened him and, at the time of the tragedy, he 3

-

fellow, and not mclmed to quarrel unle_s_s wi
under the influence of liquor. There was
evidence to show that he was drinking
day. Smith and his wife, Susan, were
indicted for murder, and at the first trial
case, at the February term of caurﬁt,-




