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required to pay for g1·0 w ight, are de irou of obtaining a larger per cent 
oE alable coal. Another advantage, and one which I consider e pecially 
beneficial t the minAr, i the fact that the quantity of powder required i not 
o _great a when hooting off the olid. wing to the quantity of powder re-

quired for olid booting, it bring about condition · that make it dangerou 
not only to the person using it, but to otb r who may be in close proximity 
to them. Explo ion from the use of powder have been frequeul in the pa t, 
and has cau ed much litigation owing to accident cau ed thereby. I am 
glad to be able to ay that lhere ha not been an accident from that ource 
during the la t year. 

Improvements. -There ha been a general overhauli.ng of the mining plan s 
throughout the di triet, during rhe year in retimbering main and e capement 
haft , and in ome ca e- rebuilding the entire top work , and in putting in 
baker screen , al o additional boiler power. Mention i made of a few of 

the more important and exten ive improvements: 
The O'FaUon Coal and Mining Company, near O'Fallon, ha retimbered 

it main haft; owing to change being made by the B. c 0. . W. Railway 
i.n their track, wbich goes directly over tbe e capement haft, the railroad 

'com pany ha unk a new scapement haft and intend to till up the old n 
as soon as arrang ments can be made in makinl?' new airwa,ys in the new 
sbaft. Thi coal company ha also put in an additional boiler. 

The akland Coal Company, of Bslleville, has rebuilt the top works, and 
put in a shaker .screen at.its mine; the company bas al o relaid the pipe line, 
and are putting in larger pipe . Tbi i Lbe mo t ucce sful cooperative 
mine in the di trict. 

Tbe Lenz Coal and fauufacturing Company mine, Belleville.· formerly 
owned by the rown Coal & Tow o., now lea ed by fr. J. Maule, ha 
equipped the mine by putting in electric mining maohi.ne , and a motor for 
the fan. Thi is the fir of thi kind in the di trict. and i workingverv uo­
ce fully. Tbe power is furni bed by the Belleville and Ea t 't. Loui Elec­
tric treet at· ompa-ny. 

Tbe Mnrren Coal Ice Company, at .i: ew Baden, Clinton county, ba ju t 
finished it new hoi ting shaft, which i 9xl8 l:eet in the cleai·, and are now 
building the top works. 'l'be company ha placed in position four boiler in 
bat terie of two, al o Litchfield engine . The capacity of the pit-cars i tbr 
and one-half tons. It i the intention to pnt in elf-dumping cage ; a baker 
soreen and air compre~ or are on the ground for mining machine . 

The Pittenger Davis Mining and Manufactm·ing Company, of Centralia 
ha equipped it escapement shaft and made it a hoistiug baft; owing to 
the mall number of men employed there, and the clerical force required be­
ing the same, tbe work of the two mine i kept in the ame book , o that it 
wa found o be a difficult matter to separate the items, con eqaently the re­
turn for botb mine are given under one head and credited to the 1 o. 3 
mine. 

New Mvnes.-A new mine i being unk between Lenzbur~ and N w 
Athens, t. lair county, by the Kolb Coal Co., of Mascoutah. 1t i located 
on the Illinois antral railroad. The company expects to be ready to hoi t 
coal next November. 

A new mine bas been sank at Maris a, , t. Clair county, and i now fully 
equipped· the capacity intended is about 500 too per day. This minEI i ope­
tated by a stock com pany wade up of the citizen of Mati a, and i organ­
ized a the uperior oal Co. 
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