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COAL IN ILLINOIS.

The improvements at Brandenberger's mine, Belleville, are as I

follows: Air-shaft completed, new ten-foot fan put in, new airr
compressor erected, and for a distance of several hundred feet,
at the bottom of the shaft, the entry is arched with brick, mak-
ing a very neat and solid looking piece of work. _

A. Ogden, Rentchler, has retimbered his hoisting shaH, put in
two new cages, and erected a new ten-foot fan. )

Robert Brennon, Caseyville, has completed the escapement shaft
to his drift.

At Hurst mine, Belleville, the escapement shaft has been ,com­
pleted, and a new cage and rope placed in the hoisting shaft.
Maddox & Son, Belleville, have completed their escapement
shaft.

L. McDonough, at Blair, Randolph county, has also completed
an escapement shaft.

Bernard Coal Co.'s shaft located at Percy, Randolph county, has
been retimbered.

New Topes have been put in at the following mines not men­
tioned heretofore: White Oak, Marissa; Union Coal Co., Mill]'
stadt Mf. Co., a;nd High ~rairie Coal Co., Mills~adt; Centralia
Mf. Co., CentralIa; 'CarterVille Coal Co., CarterVIlle; J. John
son, Richland mine, Humboldt Mining Co., George Renther, an
F. Murphy, Belleville; Turkey Hill Mining Co., Wilderman; Lenz
burgh Coal Co., Lenzburgh; Bennett mine, Lebanon; Renicke No. \
1, Birkner.

The following mines have had new' cages put in during the year:
Centralia Mf. Co., Centralia; Harris Bros., G. Gilwick and St.
Clair Steam Supply Co., Belleville; High Prairie Coal Co. and
Maskop & Co., Millstadt; Ben Johnson, Smithton. (

New Furnaces-D. Zileesdorf, Marissa, and the Pittsburgh Coal
Co., Belleville.

Abandoned Mines Fenced Off-Owing to the growing popula­
tion. surrounding many of the abandoned mines, it was thought I
adVIsable, for the safety of the public, to strictly enforce the fol­
lowing provision of Section 8 of the mining law: "The top of
each and every shaft, and the entrance to each and every interme- )'
diat.e working vein, shall be securf3ly fenced by gates, properly pro-

'tectmg such shaft and entrance thereto; and the entrance to every
abandoned slope, air or other shaft, shall be securely fenced off."

There have been 32 main, or hoisting shafts, and 18 air-shafts­
securely fenced.. off during the year; the names of which, with lo­
cation, etc., are given in the following table:
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this company; the main entry is lighted with incandescent lights,
which makes it very convenient for t,he drivers and others travel­
ing on the entry.

The Crown Coal Co., of Belleville, have sunk and completed its
escapement shaft at mine No.1, and at No.2 shaft the company
have put in a new fan.

At John Maule & Son's mine, Belleville, they have put in a
new boiler, and completed a new air-shaft.

Groom & Allen, lessees 'of the Enterprise mine, Belleville, have
put in a new ten.foot fan, which enables them to ventilate their
mine according to the requirements of the law.

At J. Beatty's mine, located at Mascoutah, a new boiler and
ropes have been put in.

Marsh & Son, of Belleville, have completed their escapement
shaft.

At the Ashley Coal Co.'s mine, Ashley, Washington county, new
ropes and cages have been put in, and a general overhauling of
the machinery has taken place; this mine was abandoned soon
after it was sunk, on account of the poor roof over the coal. It
has been reopened, and entries are now being driven to further
test the roof. '

The new Enterprise Coal Co., of Marissa, St. Clair county, have
completed an escapement shaft, which has made the necessary
improvements in ventilation; the company have also put on new
ropes, at the hoisting shaft.

The Union mine at Caseyville has been greatly improved a~d
its means of hoisting facilitated by the erection of a new head frame.
.A number of improvements have also been made at the mine of the
Consumer's Coal Co., Caseyville, such as completing an air-shaft,
erecting a ten.toot fan, building bins for the storage of pea, nut
and egg coal, and putting up a revolving screen.

At the Vancourt mine, O'Fallon, a new cylinder boiler has
been put in, cage srepaired, and the air-ways secured by timbering.

The MintoI' mine, at Ridge Prairie, has been greatly benefited
by the erection of a nmy fan, the closing up of cross-cuts, sprink­
ling the road-,ways with water, and the placing of doors; the
company ha,e also put in two new ropes. A new boiler has also
been placed at the Alma mine, Ridge Prairie.

At the Knecht mine, Birkner, they have put in two new ropes and
cages.

At Sibert's .mine, Rentchler, the shaft has been retimbered, a
new drum bUIlt, and a new ten-foot ran 'erected.

At the Oakland Coal Co.'s mine, Belleville, an escapement shaft has­
just been completed, over which has been constructed a' ten-foot
fan, improving the sanitary condition of the mine.
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*Suit had to be brought against Mr. Taylor to enforce the iaw. He was fined $50 and costs.
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Connty Inspectors-Mr. A. L. Haig has been reappointed as
county mine inspector of St. Clair connty; he has rendered valu­
.able assistance during the fiscal year. Mr. George Gilleger has
also been reappointed as county inspector of mines for Jackson
county; he has given valuable service.

Casualties-Following is a detailed account of each fatal cas·
llalty that occurred in the district dnring the year, with .tabular
statements of both the. fatal and non-fatal accidents:

July 18, 1888, H. R. Taney, age 38 years, widower, with three
children, a miner at the ,Carterville Co.'s mine, Carterville, was
killed while taking down top coal.

July 31, 1888, James Horton, age 52 years, a miner at Harris
Bro.'s shaft, Belleville, was killed by a fall of coal. He left a
wife and one child.

August 13, 1888, John Tucker, age 45 years, a miner at the illinois
Central Coal and Salt Oo.'s mine, St. Johns, was killed by a fall
of top coal. He left a wife and four children.

September 8, 1888, Peter Hazalaus, .age 40 years, single, a
miner at Renicke mine No.1, Birkner, was killed by a fall of
clod or slate.

September 8, 1888, Frank Melst81;, age 32 years, single, a miner
at Renicke mine No.1, Birkner, was killed by a fall of slate or
dod. J

October 2, 1888, W. M. Belce, age 40 years, married, a miner
.at the Crystal Plate Glass Co.'s mine, Fredonia, was killed, be­
ing struck on the head by a piece of gas-pipe falling down shaft.

November 26, 1888, John Ward, age 17, single, a driver at the
Sandoval Co.'s mine, Sandoval, was killed by falling under a trip
of loaded cars while driving.

January 16, 1889, Andrew Kirkwood, age 50 years, a miner, at
the Dutch Hollow mine, Birkner, was killed by a fall of coal.
He left a wife and nine children.

February 20, 1889, S. Kronerberger, age 52 years, a miner at
Sabastian & Kronerberger's mine, Belleville, was killed by a fall
·of coal. He left a wife and six children.

May 31, 1889, Samuel Burris (colored), age 37 years, a miner
.at the Centralia Co.'s mine, Centralia, was killed by being squeezed
between the cage and side of shaft. He left a wife and five chil­
·dren.

June 25, 1889, John Bailey, age 23 years, single, a miner at the
Sun Oo.'s mine, Sunfield, was killed by a fall of slate.

In addition to those already mentioned, were the two following
fatal accidents, hich, strictly speaking, cannot be said to have
occurred to employes of a mine, and yet are closely connected
with the mining industry: .
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Name of Mine. ILocation.

Totals ..

Belleville East Consolidated Co 1
" Gartside,No. 2...... " 0.... 1
" Gartside. No.3.... .. .. 1
, , Greenfield W. Greenfield. .. .. 1
" Great Western Western Coal Co........ .. .. .. . 1
" Harry Taylor, No. 1. H. Tayior* 1
" Harry Taylor. No. 2. H. Taylor' 1

.... John Kloess John Kloess. .. 1

.......... Poynton Consolidated Co 1

.......••. ReabE'....... .•...... ,~ 1

... , Skellett 1

.......... Union Union Coal Co .. .. 1
£irkner Birkner ConsolIdated Co 1

" , Emulett...... " ._ _....... 1
............ Excelsior........... 1
............ Kelly·s.... 1
..... _ Lentz " .........•.... 1
............ Polock. " 1 ..

Briar Hill Bl'lar Hill .. 1 1
" Union 1 .•.•.. "'1' .

Caseyville Black Diamond Black Diamond Co ..
" Smith's Smith....... .. 1 1

......... St. Clair St. Clair Co.................... 1 1

.......... Wilson's Wilson........................ 1 1 ..
Collinsville AbbeY,No. 1 Consolidated Co 1

Hei~;iCh .. :::::::: &~P~~i~·~~:.~:::::::: " :::::: :::: :::: t "'i .
Lebanon Lebanon............ .. 1 1
.o'Fallon Nichols..... .. .. 1 1

, , " O'Fallon ... : .. .. .. .. .. •... 1
_ Joseph Pen JosephPen...... 1
.... .. Tiedeman'" .. _ J. Tiedeman. .... .. .. .. 1

Ridge Praine Vinegar Hollow Consolidated Co 1

fHSt1<ikes-']'he miners employed at the mines of n. B. Boyed
.and R. H. Roseborough, located at Sparta, and the miners of
Roseborough & Moffat, and Goalby & Son, of Percy, instituted a

. strike March 1, 1889, to obtain an advance of 12t cents per ton
. in the price of mining. After being out DO days, the operators
.offered an advancement of 6i cent,:; per ton, which was accepted
by the miners, and they resumed work.

On the 3d of May, 1889, the miners at the mines of Barbour
Bro., and E. C. Cuhl, carne out on a strike against a reduction of
5 cents per ton. After being out 30 days they accepted the re­
-duction and went to work.

.other strikes have occurred in various parts of the district,
lasting from two to four days, of which no note has been made.

Abandoned lJfines Reopened-Breese mine, operated by the
Consolid.ated Coal Co. of St. Louis, Mo., Ashley Ooal Co., Ashley;
.J. H. Schulze & Son, Pinckneyville; Allsopp & Co., New Castle;
John Maule & Son, Belleville.

lJfines abandoned dn1<ing the .fiscal year: Roseborough & Mof­
j fatt, No.1, Percy; Saline mine, Saline; Seth Reynolds, Carterville;
f Carliele Mining Co., Carlisle; Wm. Greenwood, No.1, Richard Bai­

lie, :Ko. I, Frizzell Coal Co. and Moore Coal Co., DuQuoin; Ma­
lone & Miller, Pinckneyville; .James Doyle, Caseyville; Grant mine,
Dickinson & Jones and Bruggeman & Hartman, No.1, Belleville;
Oonsolidated Coal Co., Wm. Ugden, lessee, Freeburg.
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