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that work wi11 be commenced on the main hoisting shaft during September.
The Germantown Coal Co. has recently built up the top works at its mine and
has commenced shipping coal.

The Henrietta Coal Co., now known as the Penny Coal company, has put
down an escapement shaft and is making preparations to put a fan at the top
of the same. The company has also equipped its mine with electric mining
machines, installed by the Morgan & Gardner Electric company. 'I;he ma
chines are now working at a great ::lisadvantage; the roof, which is soapstone
varies in thickness from 6 inches to 2 feet and is very brittle, requiring propS
to be placed close to the face of the coal.

The following companies have put electdc machines in their mines: The
Tirre & SonE. Coal Co., Lenzburg; the Johnson Coal & Mfg. Co., Marissa;
and the Hippard Coal company, Belleville, all in St. Clair county. The Sor
rento Prospecting and Mining company, Sorrento, Bond county, has added
to its plant two electric mining machines, put in by the Link-Belt Electric
company. The Conrad Reinecke Coal company. Belleville, has replaced
drills with electric cutting machines, put in by the Jaffrey Electric company.

The Missouri & Illinois Coal company has put in three mining machines in
the mine at Wilderman, where formerly air drills were operated.

The Kolb Coal Co. of Mascoutah, has put in four mining machines where
it formerly had air drills.

Escapement Shafts.-The following escapement shafts have been put down
during the year: The Trenton Coal, Light & Power company, Trenton, Clin
ton county, and the Hydraulic Press Brick company, known as tho Indepen
dent Coal Co., Collinsville, Madison county.

The sinking of the escapement of the Kinmundy Coal company, Kinmun
dy, Marion couP.ty, is still in operation. The depth at present is nearly 700.
feet.

The following escapement shafts caved in, owin~ to the severe winter, and
the shaft timbers being a little decayed, but all have been reopened: the
escapement shaft at Zildolph's mine, Marissa, St. Clair county, and Gne at
the Brookside mine, Troy, Madison ilounty, both owned by the Consolidated
Coal Company.

New Mines in Contempiation.-The St. Louis & O'Fallon Coal company has
sunk a main and escapement shafts. It is located in what is called "Nigger
Hollow," one and a half miles northeast of Birkner, St. Clair county. The
size of the main shaft is 712 X 15 feet, and the escapement shaft 5xlO feet.
This is the Belleville seam known as Number 6.

The company is at present grading railroad bed to the mine and has pos
session of a right of way between East St. Louis and the mine.

The Donke Bros. Coal & Coke Co., BelleviJle, St. Clair county, has started
to sink a shaft. The size is 9x18 feet in the clear. It is the intention to equip
it with all the modern and latest improved machinery, steel top works and
electric mining machines, and to place their (,loal in the market over their
own railroad. The shaft is located nearly two miles west of Collinsville,
Madison county.
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Total Outpu t of all Grades
of Coal in Tons.

The counties of St. Clair Madison cr
1 043 7'>2 t h' ,mton and Bond show an increase of

, ,,, ons over t e output of last d M .
220 396 t I' . year, an arIOn shows a decrease of

, ons, eavmg the net mcrease for the district 823 3906 tons 23 8
cent. ' '" , or . per

The reason for the decre . M' .
tinued until December at Caset I~r arIOdn IS that the general strike of 1898 con-
W k en ra la, an at Sandoval to January 8 1899 when

or was resumed. ' ,

The number of days lost on account of strikes at the
was 266, and 20 days were lost at aden At th a?ove n1tm~d places
free from strikes and th . d' ..' e present tIme the dIstrict is
show a large inc:ease in :r~~u~Ct:~:~sare that the year now ~ntered on will

During the last year the production of lb'
20 per cent. This increaseis due to the ch coa ~ut.:l:' machm~s has. increased
where drills were formerly used 'th ange 0 ~mmg machmes beIng placed
chin b" . ,WI one exception. Also the number of ma-

and :~ 1:~~~:su~~:s:tn~t:::~~~oe:sh;:~:~:e;::d:~~:n:~n~so~~r:hat~ last ye~r,
see more machines being put in The " . a eac year wIll
that section 1 of an act providi~g th t \~aso~ fo~ thIS apparent tendency is
ing oomplied with throughout the en:ire

a
di~~r~ct~llled shall be paid for is be-

The percentage of fine co I • d db'
cent Th a pIO uce y machmes varies from 20 to 30 per

. e percentage of fine coal produc d b h' .
from 33 to 45 per cent. e y s ootmg' off the solid varies

From these figures it wiE be seen tbat the t f
machines is increased 15 per cent Add amo~n 0 s~leable coal from
varies from 17 to 19 per cent W'th th' edh to thIS th~ dIfferential allowed
~t will be seen that the time i~ not

l
far d~s ten ancement I~ favor. of machines,

m all mines that produce coal for c IS a?t
l

when machmes wl11 be adopted
I: ommerCla purposes

mprovements.-The schedules wi11 h . .
out at Ne'w Baden and Germant ~l?~ a small amount of coal taken
den is only 6x9 feet. it is inten~::'f m on couuty. The shaft at New Ba-

, or an escapement shaft. It is expected
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