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State to clean

By Dennis Camire
Gannett News Service

SPRINGFIELD. IlIl. — An aban-
doned coal mine south of Danville
that is contaminating the Vermi-
lion River will be reclaimed in a
$548,635 state project.

Lt. Gov. George Ryan. chairman
of the state Abandoned Mined
Lands Reclamation Council. an-
rounced Monday that the United
Electric Mary Moore mine near
Beig:um 15 expected to be cleaned
up by next year.

The Stateline Coal Co mine 1n

arevifl< P
Edgar County also um be re.
claimed.

‘‘Both sites contain a large quan-
tity of highly acidic. erosive mine
refuse which has severely affected
the quality of surrounding land and
water.”' Ryan said.

The money is part of a $10.2
million federal grant the state
received this year to resolve safety
and environmental problems at 27
mines in 19 counties. The money is
raised through a per-ton produc-
tion fee on active coal operations.

Kim Shamhart. spokesman for
the courncil said the work at the

Index. No.

Sec.

United Electric site. a strip mine
shut down in 1863. will involve
grading eight-acres of gob — coal
waste material. Limestone will be
used to neutralize the acidic runoff
now going into the Vermilion Riv.
er.

The gob then will be covered with
mine spoil capable of supporting
vegetation and the entire 10-acre
site will be contoured for proper
drainage and erosion conirol

The final step will involve ferti-
lizing and seeding the area for
future plant growth.

Frank C. Feutz Co. ¢! Fanis. the

'/}Lu?}y”m J9 W e do

10

11
12
13
14

up Belgium mine

lowest of four bidders, was award-
ed the contract. Shamhart said.

The Stateline mine west of Blan-
ford. Ind.. operated until 1939. Rec-
!amation will include digging a pit
to bury part of a 60-foot-high gob
pile. which now covers 3.5 acres.
Shambhart said.

Tre refuse remaining on the pile
wili be graded into a stable slope
and the entire seven.acre site
treated with limestoné. fertilized

nd seeded. she said.

Kanuzer Excavating Co. of Clin-
ton. Ind., wiil perrorm the con-

struction under a $113.214 contract.
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