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FOURTH INSPECTION DISTRICT—I896.

Mg. GEo. A. SCHILLING,
Seerctary Burece of Labor Statisties, Springfield, I :

"-NR —In compliance with section twelve of the Mining Law, I herewith
submit the thirteenth annual report of the State Inspector of Mines, being the
fivst report for the Fourth District as now constituted, and for the year end-
ing July 1, 1896,

The veport gives tabulated statements showing the number of mines in
operation, both shipping and loeal: the number of tons of eoal mined: num-
ber of accidents, fatal and non-fatal: number of miners employed, and the
number of all other employés in and about the mines, including boys under
sixteen years of age: the number of kegs of powder used; estimated number
of acres of eoal worked out during the year: the number of tons of eoal pro-
duced to each aceident, fatal and non-fatal; fatal and non-fatal aceidents per
each one thousand employés and the aggregate value of all coal mined and
the prices paid for mining.

The followimg summary is for the fiscal year ending June 1, 1806:
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New Mines—Kelly Coal Company has opened their new Number 3 mine at
Westville, Vermilion connty, during the year. This mine is fitted up in first
class shape and is intended for one of the largest in the State. Tt will be a
machine mine and run by electrieity.
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Catlin Coal Company has opened a new mine near CUatlin, Vermilion
county. The shaft is 168 feet deep and on the Grape Creek vein; the machin-
ery and buildings arve of a substantial charaeter, but the seam of coal has not
come up to expectations.

Harvey and Blake have opened a new mine at East Peoria, Tazewell county.
It is & well fitted up mine of ifs class, it being intended for the local trade.

Evans and Rigle have opened a new shaft three miles west of Danville,
Vermilion eowmity, on the Big Four railvoad; the machinery and buildings at
this shaft ave light and not intended for a large output.

Improcements.—Kelly (‘oal Company, of Westville, Vermilion connty, has
ervected a 20 foot fan at their Number 3 mine, with a 10x20 engine coupled di-
reet to the fan shaft. Fan house and buildings ave of a substantial chavacter.

Westville (foal Company, Westville, Vermilion county, has sunk an air and
eseape shaft at their new mine; the opening is 7x15, inside of timbers 7xl,
being nsed for an aiv-way upon which they have erected a 20 foot fan, with
engine and building of the first class.

Catlin Coal Company have sunk an air and escape shaft at their new mine
near Catlin, Vermilion eounty, but the buildings and machinery are not yet
erected on it.

France Bros. have sunk an air shaft at their mine west of Catlin, Vermilion
eounty, which places this mine among the best of its class in the loeal trade.

O'Connell & Hume have sunk an air and esecape shaft at their mine on
Grape (reek, Vermilion county, which adds greatly to the quantity of air and
safety to the miners. :

(lenbwmm Coal Company, of Glenburn, Vermilion county, has put in an end-
less rope haulage system; also added another air compressor to their mining
plant; it is of the Norwalk pattern, and has a eapacity of running twenty-four
Harrison machines.

Rusche Bros. have sunk an air shaft at their mine at East Peoria, Tazewel!
county, which adds largely to the guantity of air in the mine.

Prospective Mines.—Pawnee Coal Company has sunk a new shaft on theiv
property near Westville, Vermilion ¢ounty. It is about 166 feet deep and the
largest opening in this distriet; the shatt will be 10x19 feet inside of timber,
and will be equipped in accordanee with the size of the shaft.

Hawley Coal Company, of Pekin, Tazewell county, has abandoned its old
shaft and commenced sinking a new one about half a mile south of the old
workings.

Eastern [Hinois Coal Company has commenced opening two mines on the

“Grape Creek property, which has been leased for a term of years.

Fatal Accidents.—July 15, 1895, Isaac Weaver, aged 4 years, employed by
Consolidated Coal Company, at their Number 4 mine, Danville, Vermilion
county, to attend the railrond coal chutes, in running a car of coal from the
shaft to the chute, the car jumped the track. It had been raining that morn-
ing and the tipple was wet. The deceased took a piece of timber to use as =
lever to lift the car on the track; it suddenly slipped and he fell off the tipple..
a distance of eighteen feet; when he was found, his back was broken. He
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