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shaft operating seam No. 7, but the company decided to sink to seam No. 2
for_the purpose of mining the fire clay under the coal seam, which is of a su-
perior quality. In sinking they passed through a seam of eoal of good quality;
this seam is 3 feet and 7 inches thick and was found at a depth of 130 foet
from the surface. It is their intention to mine the coal of this seam for the
purpose of burning the elay. The tipple and buildings ave of a substantial
charaeter, and their engines are double hoisting engines, 10x12 geared.

Sylvester Kimes has sunk a new shaft at Coalville on land leased from Rich-
ard Evans; it is intended to supply local trade.

William Burrell has sunk a new escape shaft at his mine south of Streator.
Thi§ has made a great improvement in the ventilation of the mine.

R:e.hard Evans & Sons, of Pontiae, began sinking their eseape shaft in the
forea part of June. Itis now nearing completion. This will enable the ven-
tilation of this mine to be put in proper order.

Improvements.—The LaSalle County Carbon Coal Co. has begun the system
uf'splitting the air ecurrent and is putting in several overcasts in their Union
mine, and when completed will be a great improvement on the system of ven-
tilation.

The Aeme Coal Company, of Streator, has put in a double Murphy fan 4
feet in diameter. It has improved the ventilation of their mine.

Infractions of the Law.—The Prairie Creek Coal Company, Streator, was
found to be operating their Otter Creek mines without having a duly qualified
manager, but after a good deal of correspondence and several personal inter-
views, they decided to comply with the law.

The Standard Oil Company, of Seneca, was found to be operating their
mine at Seneea without a certified mine manager and a night shift eu‘gineer
under 18 years of age. After being notified they complied with the law in
both eases.

_A.hu-ndmm.l Mines—The mine operated by Alex Begrun & Sons at Pleasant
Hill has been abandoned. Owing to it being opened into other old mines
excessive rains fllled the workings with wated. :
The C. W. & V. Coal Company has abandoned their No. 3 mine south of
Streator.

John Marshall has again abandoned his mine owing to water coming in
from other mines.
¥ Will Connty—The €. W. & V. Coal Co. has abandoned their Q. shaft at
Hraidwood owing to the great expense inenrred in timbering and pumping
water, this being a constant source of trouble and expense.

Labor Troubles—On May 18 the miners employed at the Barrackman Coal
Company’s mine went ouf on a strike because the company refused to eredit
the miners with the full weight of their pit cars. When a car weighed, say
48- pounds over the hundred pounds the odd pounds were not given tc; the
miner. After the miners were idle two weeks the company agreed to eredit
them with the weight of all coal passing over the screens.

: Ac.c'idenfs-uEighteen fatal accidents oceurred last year. After a careful inves-
tigation of the canses of such accidents I find that eleven of them were caused by
falling roek and three by falling coal, two canght by a eage, one by a running
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belt and one by a blast blowing through a pillar; this aceident was due to a
want of knowledge on the part of the victim of the point in the pillar where
the blast was placed, but could have been prevented if a more careful inquiry
had been made before the blast was fired. The aceident from the running
belt was not seen by any person and it ‘was supposed the man had attempted
1o kick the belt off the pulley with his foot.

The other sixteen accidents were caused by earelessness on the part of some
of the vietims and a lack of knowledge on the part of the others.

In making inspections of the various mines in the first inspeetion district [
have found men working under dangerous rocks, and, in calling their atten-
tion to this, they felt hurt at having their judgment of such matters called in
question. On different oceasions, in going through the long wall mines of
the distriét, T have found men cutting the brushing on their road without
having any props under it fo secure it while they were entting and in a num-
ber of instances have stopped and put in fimber to secure the rock. Some
have said that the reason they failed to do this was that such props were in
the way of getting the coal ont on the road and this is often the case, but T
am glad to say that after explaining the danger and the risk incurred in fol-
lowing this practice, the majority of the English speaking miners put props
in the eenter of their road when cutting their brushing, but a large number
of them who do not nunderstand what is said to them still run great risks in
this respect, and especially when the mine has beenZidle for some days, their
working place will be generally in bad order. The roof settles down in front
of the coal and in some instances caves altogether. When this is the case it
would require most of the day to secure the roof, but in their anxiety to load
all the coal they ean, in case they do not work the following day, it very often
happens that the roof is only secured in a temporary way, resulting in a large
number of fatal necidents.

Fatal Aceidents—On July 2, 1895, at the Big Four Coal Company’s No. 2
mine, Coal City, Patrick Greening, a miner, aged 49 years, was instantly
killed by a fall of coal in his room. The ¢oal was mined under and sprags
were set in front of it upon which the coal was resting. A prop was set
about fifteen inches in front of the coal between the sprags. He proceeded
to take down the coal by knocking out the first sprag, but the coal did not
¢ome down, so he reached past the prop and knocked out another sprag, upon
which the coal fell suddenly, catching him hetween the coal and the prop,
breaking his neck. He died instantly. Deceased left four children and a
widow.

July 16 Dominico Ariano, a miner, 94 years of age, was instantly killed by
a fall of vock at the face of hisroom. The cause of the accident was evi-
dently due to incompetency or carelessness. On examination I found the
nature of the roof to be what we call good, but that the props supporting the
<ame were entirely too far apart; where the rock fell they were nearly nine
feet apart, allowing the rock an opportunity to break, which it did, throwing
one prop hetween. The rock that fell on him would weigh over a ton; his
head was erushed on a sulphur that was in the gob. He was a single man
and leaves no one dependent in this country.
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