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(3]&)06@1&_5\&(9&6;013)))1atmn. 1tochester, N, Y. Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1906

Mine Name or No. ik

Operator Q_&"Zf{’-_ﬁ//d__[_élé, 60

__Mine Address é.é&zi’.’l//.l-- .

Main Office Address

327 N Metosg
Location of Mine: 6/7/‘/7"
Township Name - County
Section No, __ 2§57 _______ Township .. ____ et ol

Indlca‘e location of mine and position of R. R.
in plat of section below.

. North

]7 f
{

¥/

L

":*

o

I

gy
: “%M

=3

<
. B
Y
i
FAY
South 7
~
Surface landing is,_iﬁ_ﬁ__,feet above sea level or about.__ ..

(below) railroad station at _

@y Ave .

T Jof
/_Zamzagfééd W

=
T
~ 0\ @
bg‘

C\Kindly state number of feet
45rom quarter section lines:
N from N. line

______ _/_\{q,"_ﬁ from E. line
_______ 5??“,“ from S. line
-
@
|17 I -l - from W, line

Idle entire year 19

Abandoned (date) 19

feet (above)

___ (nearest town).

feet.

&

Depth to top of coal is

Average thickness of coal is_.__

inches.

Do not fill in below this line,

Coal Bed Name 5‘//‘ //’& o

County Lailssi2g 4247
V—MINE LOCATION SHEET.

Survey No. —é__._.__._..



Operator,[&”/,ﬁ//d {&4/ Q Date /40? <, /;;3/
Mine, /'/0{

See. 2 T sy R oS
Location in mine, } " .
Hoom 23 ot (277 Lutt ot 47" Wes# [0V )

GRAPHIC SECTION DESCRIPTION OF SECTION (AT POINT SAMPLED)
In/Tv '\ No. (Note character and thickness of roof) Inches
/v \
. Top of Scarmn. <L rregufar
. BT /d’/ c roe }(.
2/
] /P Good s iag Fyeste //é ‘
FUSRRRA /1) Very o/l coel épnd Y
(10) oo parring  Pyrite [arniie
L g 09 xrife parting g
o i P /c?j Chiagrcesl poarting
17/ Arite 2
e 2 t) Charcoa! /31
) charcosr %* .
e & 4 ‘e %Y
R (3) Blue LBend, Aard /)/r//c
(2) /j(r//c Sense W
> ) Fore Cra | 72 e fard.
y (Note character and thickness of floor)
Total thickness of coal
];w_»;-'r% z
: ‘ Condition, Time, hr. min.
! Wt. Gross, Ibs. Net, 1bs.
93 What Nos. shipped by Co.?
A
s Excluded from sample: No.
/ Sample tepresents in. tons.
Impurities? How do they occur?
(x division——3 in.) :
Sample No. /é Can No. K-/é Lab. No.

Collector, /QV ?7. W/ﬂb
Mine, Ce1F¥u/is B
R.-— COAL SAMPLE SHEET.

Coal: Survey No.
Index No.

[

Co. Wasthing #2s



Crrper ST

??&Lw Grerey
- i 3 ' i




¢

—t




N\ .

Operator, ( /) //4 //4 /‘//”/”f Q

Mine,

Location in mine,

(T o -

Sec. | 4

(

Booni & 178 00uth | L7 st (6rer

Date 4.4 o 1a3/
ATINE SR
A /N IV

GRAPHIC SECTION

DESCRIPTION OF SECTION (AT POINT SAMPLED)

No. (Note character and thickness of roof)

homestone  Roof-

' \ 7;/0 0/ Jess XJ 1

/"ﬂ//’/y Clean Coa/

1) Charcos’ and /////c ”///m; /@
Vo) Loll catd Land, 09//:/ Fhan Lsda /.
(9)  ¢harcoo P4 g

] ) Charcoal 4y

(7) Lharcoa Parfmy / ?’

/él /&r//c vy /b
(3) Very gdolfcowt %

[4) 6044 Clrareog/ pﬂn‘/ﬂ? A=t
(3] .(/66/ Jﬂﬂ/ /’yr//c. /6//J¢J Xe, fer
(2 )/e')‘ Zull Gouey (m//—/é’/z/c Lorndd / 1%
W) A e C/&/

(Note character and thickness of floor)

Total thickness of coal

Inches

o coal/
N/Onlll)

o

(z division—=3 in.)

Condition, Time, hr. min.
Wt. Gross, Ibs. Net, 1bs.
What Nos. shipped by Co.?

Excluded from sample: No.
Sample represents in. tons.

Impurities? How do they occur?

Sample No. / 7

Can No. ﬁ- / 7 Lab. No.

Collector, WM{XW?

Mine, L entrali

R.—_COAL SAMPLE SHEET.

Coal: Survey No.

N o Washing Fon Index No.
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HOORES s

Town, Centralia Surface alt., t : i
Local Authority, Depth to coal, \') 3.5 st
c M Alt. top coal, = & &

Level: Auth.,

W N /)/1/07&:4
Method,

2.8 tC +1C1GvQ,

O an C: A ».4’: L
& { ‘J‘
Location: authority, ‘
Mine notes

‘ Blve pfint froM'Co.

Operator

Thickness: Av. /& ;
Max. ) O § in., Min,

1,

T2 in;

(Show R. R)

Mine Name or No.

Centralia Coal Co.

=19

Successor to

No. B

Date '
Succeeded by

Date
Succeeded by

Date Q v

PRODUCTION.
U. S. No.
3560 Tove,

L

G
o 38
e

1q2g -

Geol. Notes? /22 . Coop. No&§.
\nalyses No.,/'f'rﬂ; O, S0 '5

amined by (5 . Coclsy

Coal secs.? ‘Z’f
S0, 26/3

Q""/QD /7[( Ref.

Coal bed name: Local

County Washington
—3 K.—ACTIVE SHIPPING OR LOCAL COAL MINE.

Survey No. :
Index No. 0//’/25:9 s
:\f\ - Syt

bl



S — o ~
Mine originally operated by: (1)

Date Centralia Coal Co.
1908

e

Original name or number: l 5
1llinois Coal Report 1 98 D.

LATER OPERATORS

Date Operator Name or No.,
: Bell & Zzoller Coal Mg. Co. #5
? Centralia Coal Coe. #5
=

9
*

‘o gw 7 Pméwé loal G

10
11
12

13

|a¢k

14 g
i LS
200N 150'ws of SE covner SE NE (1118} o

* Also owners #See ownership sheet

Railroad, Wagon, Idle, Abandoned .S.LJ.a,f 't

«Cs Fel3 620 o e
S , T e
IDENTIFICATION ot e s i
5 -]  ComtyNo. 50 Coal No.6 [T 17T e
e ' R I e
Bale g b i
Quaa, Richview Part e ;
(48)ype  LTIATE
county | Washington 87654321

\ COAL MINE OPERATOR
(3106-21531) 3eafiEio

N,

8

».
W,

Index No.

01N25 el
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~ COAL MINE—PRODUCTION

( " Sheets) COAL PRODUCTION (Sheet )
O Period Tons
Mo. Day Year Mo. Day Year
1igan 287263
1 1 1 1936 : 249496
b S e A S 12 31 1937 233161
3=1 1 1938 12 3] 1938 it 1701205
1969 2154688
B 1940 ‘2381 508
S-1 1 1 1941 12 51 1941 203| 323
5E- 0 SESNEES SR 177 155 VS TREW 1) B 321|86ea
S (443 L4430 | OF¥
y (a%Y 4q7 149491
jaed 523 ’-Hf
i o k59 |35¢
(T47 I /74 os7
/798 Y67/ 93
k172 o0
it
' SUMMARIES
No. to No.
1908 1935 93881093
143 19 ye v\ 72 oo
Total | 13669 (23
Railroad, Wagon, Idle, Abandoned . S —L_l _L_I T Sec. 2D
~ IDENTIFICATION iy ,Tr_;__;_:_"__.'r._fg N
i i M 1 e
County No. 50  Coal No. 6 il T j"{ltl-jt::d o n
== . c . S
; S e 1 w
Q“%?Chv:l-ew Part ’_i"""_"-'i_‘{“ "ta) Index No.
countyaghington 876654021 QINEH el



Location :

side Highway No.

Location sheet Map FllCS# 6=41=4

on top. map

R. R.
R. R.

Elevation: Method, 1. Est. ( ) £t
2. Inst. (kind Plane Table ) 5042 =
ByBlomstran NB616 pe24  Data sheet
DEPTH &
Authority Co =~ . To coat | I3 ] st
Authority Rail to rail ft.
Top of coal above rail. (Est. Rule) 2 B e B
To coal ft.
'Y ALTITUDE OF TOP OF COAL
By estimated data
By instrumental data .::3_Lft.
Thickness 7
Max. in. Min. in. Aver. in. 78

GEOLOGICAL DATA

Mine notes, date

Coop No. Pyr. inv.

Coal Ash inv.

CHEMICAL DATA

Ul 13

Analyses Face B. M. Others
Car L SN £ B. M. Others
Org. Sulf U. L B. M. Others
Ash fusion UL B. M. Others
Ash anal. U.L B. M. Others
# 36 i 5 (5 B. M. Others
Classification Bel. 126 | Haleld 145
Mise. tests: Coking. Cleaning Boiler
Published descriptions:—
Railroad, Wagon, Idle, Abandoned
e it s b, Lt L‘;‘:{wwv-.“,\;‘ ‘}\.'-‘» R ‘J h Sec. 2_5-
] 34 E oty LN ""{“T":'_r"r_r = g N
IDENTIFICATION potir testt=poecte e of .
bl e B S s
County No. §~0 Coal No. SRR RS IJe L
s ime e -
[]6 '+_I =al _l_{d |R. l
"‘l" e i =i c W.
Quad. Ric\fw Vew Part ——lr-l--=-j—{-4+ bl Gt
ISSERRRTES S BN RN R S o.
County WG%\\\V\C\'\' oW IS e
87654821 OIN25 - |e

COAL MINE LOCATION AND DATA

(34215—1M—3-30) =&
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Location and Elevation Data
Loeation: Exact Approximate

(Approximate only if no trace of record of original exists)

Looseleaf ref
Map files No 41z
Description of Location

Position in see., ¥4 sec., 40 acres

.............................. feet from North line g sl
b "i'T‘{'"r'r‘r‘i“% Sec. 25
2 feet from East line Cer T W 2N
.............................. =k ,r_:__'__lL_T_L)%e T ;
B e 8.
.............................. feet from South line '++J,-+1'-“l-r'f“g
e B 2
.............................. feet from West line ‘T'%“r “'1!' l"lrlr‘ a / W.
87 6543 2(‘!
Farm ]
Other AoBErIPION 1. ic.cvvvssrvesiecsitaversesensens No

Comp'any....... b2

Elevation of
Height of point above ground
Date.
Looseleaf ref

County M‘Wuadrangle, g Index No.
28294—5M—b5-5-37 MM O/IN2SEy

S5-1




I | HODERN
- | HETHODS

N’ - e, W

K. (5)Physical character of coal in benches,
(a) Relative hardness, be benc) vk harvdead - Meadle
Ce -t £ M7 Qe s -
(b) Lustre, Neottin 4 notel by

(c) Fracture,

(d) Texture, See
(6) Impurities in coal, other than bedded, ~ | ..ttle te,d %u;‘rs\ =
(a) Kind,

(b) Position and persistence, \(lgﬁ TP 5 v ree, ol | {bfa AL
ks g,,;,,_‘&;_: ot J{{.‘:vq . ] P g
() Rejected, N© Ease of separation,
See
L. Floof: (1) Material, Fiy > LGy
% "
(2) Thickness, <
(3) Variation,

(4) Note character, condition, tendency to heave, relation to undercutting com-
mercial value.

See
(5) Clay sample No. Location,
M. Stratigraphy,
(1) Fossiliferous horizons underground,
Collection No. Location,
N. Notes on effect of deep drilling in coal mine areas.
See o
Collector, s iy Jol g2 Coal: Survey No. . I___I
Mine, Cenlvraliznz & Co. M;hmq‘for) Index No. N @\’?5

N. —UNDERGROUND HEET (Geol.)



Mire No. S

Town: Cenlralia 71/
Cerilral e Cont & -

H ( %é rock . [Us. 36 f/%/(z )7 Jayers. T0a/Fren
5'.&/667 50/’AQV /}‘fd//j /ﬂ/ﬁ/d(ﬂeé\.

8§ — /e 5///(@//70” fﬁ@doa/tﬂ/:/.z(‘e., >
0‘_’}7@[\ /ﬁ.("(—“; Se Mcé,(/ 'omc,od

7%}‘- “%31 IV’ (('4 allgrny a f‘ﬁccéﬂe;u7

L /rnmedmfc }’vo/j //oJ/C,ammon/y Z/ec/(

Slate whech aver I8"1va Theckness  This

1A Goodroof. Hay be as nmigch o 36"/‘4“&
o an, ch lire rorzood - _
Co_n_f/ac,‘/ w:/bCoa./L/"a/r/y cfeasy. Tarnel

conlaw,, slringe~ 0/ ca/. Soe rone. Solfphar
filats, beliee, rovfegoal y207 Urreon mon.
%ﬂlﬂ”ﬂ,‘/ﬁ Lvery Sapee’ on/y

rartalron [lue‘ﬁyiihb'hm’ oot uhden /5. ~

Drawslale  Nove

Coal bed- Moy 108 My 72, sy 78
Bevnche,: 7o

bench. 1l erses ler] -
”Dr’ler@‘,/ /Ia_,n 71 1n)oé7¢ce4/ -Sljljbnr.s‘/fe(/ea
th harling J'o-lels. Tepbencl, 10" To 13°%
Yhadlebeneh Ccentams cla tsolhhar
sheaks abood %A’":f_ Tres¥on é/l(&nn[/,
PBotrom bench 10-15" atre %&n‘r -

> 4

v

Colldclor- Cady — Joly s r1a0p Coal Wi 6
FirAe (’?nligt//yq Conl & /\;05\ = 25 Qn 0 ‘;
| Jine Notes . Washington Co. Irdey Mo N 0125
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Bedded 1 m/u;rr/lé 3 2

Beddeq/ /4 lay 4 o
/ﬁosfcﬂbaxm%h Llve 42::/!/a/2 S ﬁr

MCC/Q /Vof',("nownf. (nfre/y ruv oot In /)/&.a4
f‘ﬂuw however. Dk Gray b bloe 5/74/{
chvn«ml“ H/;fznm .PyrtfeSeem) 5
regnated wrh clay. so that ¢f/ooleArol,£4/\
wre lV\lMlVly ‘;h(Zz;

0 ijd’lm OFILHCQ ) |“L wLe arlin
A clay vdmcl 2.Y% ~ 3 e
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T(mxko yrite ver \;Ne %Tbnj,
huw\k In ‘)lw-o 'l'\ﬂ.
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beclor: Ca s d JZLu.’) /7‘9’ Coa/A/&G

Ll117€)
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Erdof 5N Sw-
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Paor/i'hylir f /7/’0 4 %
C- B33 8
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WY Shafe 7o Q?
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N 13/ brd. 14" e
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COAL MINE NOTES. VicoN
COUNTY ”ﬂfé/}quéﬂ TOWN, MAP No, TR
v i WA r. /A s. A& SE NE
orerator C@rrlrasiz £ oal Co.
ovrrice Cemnlralia 7/ g 24.50 "' £ron
MINE ”0.5‘ | ' Lone 1-/30—"

ENGINES BF A 42

sowrs B O’ Grrem S/ & 1 Fenna borler
vrom No drar77 -
SHAFT 3 Co© m/aarfrr/enf' CAGE se/fa/a'/ﬂ/?//‘f7
navLAGE @ /oc ] r/c

CARS 3'7‘;0'1

VENTILATION & 72 vertsJar /O0F71

mippre O e/ - fuﬁv[ & Leahil

DRAINAGE

SPRINKLING L& 11T ZF brouts

WORKING system /Toorr ¥ /5/lar .

MINING METHODS M/ rme /'u.rf‘ o /7<.‘?l7¢’a/. V= HIL res Uﬂa/é'r s
cult ¥ stheared, oomy wunadetcul ¥Vokol

cross enltriesI?’
size or EntrRiES-MAIN /B¢ crosscul8 & voom B8 7 wuck LB°
SIZE OF PILLARS—MAIN Z@08’ (cross 2%  Rroom
sHAFT 007 cuaiv 257 BaRRIER
AMOUNT OF TIMBERING SIZE
PROPORTION OF COAL uTILIZED SO 76
AMOUNT AND CHARACTER OF WASTE

ACREAGE OF COAL MINED &/ S7 < d’f/l//'ﬂ7 enries
ACREAGE OF COAL REMAINING . lrum bellor /altcr
PROPORTION OF MINE RUN AND SCREENED COAL 3 B/% S creening s will &
METHOD OF SIZING Howrtd hole Screens RESCREENED
suss Lasmp, 2qq ¥ screenings )6, 7ole MMesk
PER CENT
PROPORTION AND SIZE OF WASHED COAL
PAHEYOUTPUT NMlwuch cor/cre/'e‘/b//wf’ wsed
UPHAZABION Farmencased jrmmconcrele
MAREESS) Fowmdarliorns e/ cornc rele
PREFGHERAFES J‘mofesfacl o r br/'c/(
SELLING PRICES AT MINE
COAL LAND OWNED LEASED HELD IN FEE

O125N
COST OF LAND OWNED LEASED HELD IN FEE
ATMNDITMINARN AT N AMTC "M”ﬁ%g‘
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METHODS

) TN
DRILL RECORD
0125N
COUNTY % JA //7?71-0 yo TOWN MAP No. 439 s
FARM . f SEC.
OPERATOR HOLE No.
AUTHORITY
ELEVATION
COLLECTOR DATE DRILLED
No. STRATA Trcxzss 7,,: Do
S0 NG | 15 e Ol |l 0 IN. FEET In.
1
2
- 9
s | Cemtralia Coal Cos Mipre st
S
| coal upto &’ 17 |
T oulplkar 4" :
s coal " |
2 J‘u//a/rur % !
10 ~p a it /9 I: 1 |
Yooul/ 2% | ‘
2| A, 54111/' ,73 g ” :
B Blucbang 1%7 j
| coal 72l | |
5\ coal 7 ’é e
16 |
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32| b
- 0125)
34

D&
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COAL MINING INVESTIGATIONS
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT

5 4
Mine Name or No., O

/)
2 7% mile s S from Centralia
Operator, 1912,
Cea;'i"raitck Cocf\ ‘:ﬂc*, . \

L

Operator, 191 ik Bass H o ue ;
Entrance, > »(w‘: Elev.,~4q7 Dt { 1”;12100\;; /i
Depth to bottom coal, 5 Z & ft. Alt.

SURFACE DATA. ‘*‘
A. Topography L evel. '

See
B. Surficial materials, (1) Character a [ \./
)
Y s R g (R
(2) Thickness, ks AV . (3) Effect on mining and shaft-sinking, of former
drainage lines, underground water strata, etc.
o) Fouwlsle Shaft 18 Cn\y welt \)\C\QQ
1 e Sb&n‘\ v 13 L’) L,L_"\V/ = "T[ACC ( 1 (j e \? 7]
Duxface | M0 wsed in| .se

,VI l'|;\\\'11n\3 .

C. Outcrops, (1) Character,
(2) Structure, See
(3) Fossil horizons See
Collection No., _
(4) Evidences of subsidence , See
D. Note collection of mine maps, drill records and shaft logs. -4 :
Sa; d ’J[’D &T?e_ ! Surye Y o NiGe .

See drill record sheet.
E. Notes on surrounding area,

C leat 8 oW N.40" A . \
so

M(j'\' G.,’/“ 'f;k cTur k= GN'KQ_H ads E~ W -

'/7}:71»6&7 oot "I[O\ s | on N=8 . enliies . ]
’K SO S A 2 i E ~ V. ‘
See
Coal bed name: Local, 7~ & . Survey : I__J
Collector, /~ /4 fz Ly State No. NO125

MineCenitasn (.G, s | Cok MR“)N\V Co-op. No, & & .

L.—SURFACE SHEET (Geol) - o -



— 00 S
UNDERGROUND [DATA
I?. Thicksess of rock above bed worked, 508
(1) Important variations,
See
G. Note presence of strata having important effect on mining.
See
(1) Position,
(2) Character,
(3) Persistence,
(4) Other workable coal beds,
- ~ See
H.. Capirock, L e § sTont ticale . lshale . SECTION
(1) Thickness, | ) \/‘/‘H smmel)\ parlin 4 |Ft. In.‘ Name Index| Sym.
(2) sHeight ahove coal, WU %] 3 felet Fi “‘
. Ss See ‘
I Immediate roof | © P Coa \ :
(1) Thickness, q : 3 _|i< { (2) (,ontLLcL with coal, ol : !
"‘FC(\\"',\/ Shagdth \— phothern of goa l‘ } I J
(3) Horizontal variation, - : 1
—i- 5 See >< I \
J.  Draw slate. (1) Thickness, lo3 (2) Contacts | : i
! | |
(3) Persistence Dee. >< i ‘ 5
’ i =1 | | |
K- GoghbedsMax- BT U 8 5 4 layl inches |
(1) Benches, :i‘, i = g ‘ ‘,

(a) Position, | ©p ; middle s R
boltom . Blud band - 3%"-12" from ‘ {
bcllt ) "Persistence, » il i ‘ ’

THhrus it See f 1
(2) Bedded impurities, kind, position in benches, persist- ‘
ence, ease of separation. B bl b bt 4k ‘
of P\/)ll\ bu\/ rinr\vul
Weg YT)L‘\\ 1\\/ l:; blye lban d wp To
31 FMinicle
See
(3) Irregularities in continuity of bed (due to deposition,
erosion, or movement). A F hedeh
LA (€ AN S(‘.“(‘: :
))Effect on mining, o
. L
Collector, T H y{.\ Coal, :“":Gx y I_' State No. NO125
Mine,Centiralia B ST Co ]/\laihl;”)g""nm Co-op. No. 8&

M.—UNDERGROUND SHEET (Geol.)



UNDERGROUND DATA (con@%
K. (5) Physical character of coal in benches,
(a) Relative hardness, ']?) T hardest .
- :
(b) Lustre, /]/c P overs Yo ¢ el
() Practure, Top . lqacl \‘j , briftle | pest bloe \<\/
(d) Texture, See
(6) Impurities in coal. other than bedded,
@) Eind | Ca S0, |l (Cl Ce

-

(b) Position and persistence, [De o siile A N 7‘ G chve s
lurns red on ey poswre. o aurr,
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+ In Centralia, Ill., The Tears Flow Again

“I don’t really
remember the
explosion. I have
a few vague
recollections
 of things 1
think happened.”
Joe Vancil,

the only person

| still alive
from a blast

50 years ago
that killed 111.

CENTRALIA, IIL.

N MARCH 25, 1947, an explosion ripped through
O the No. 5 coal mine.

On Sunday, 50 years later, Brandon Hatfield, a
percussionist with the Centralia Philharmonic Orchestra,
rang the bells 111 times — once in memory of each of the
men who died in the blast.

. Hatfield was one of nearly 800 people who joined Joe

Wendi Fitzgerald/Post-Dispatch

Vancil, 70, the last living survivor of the deadly explosion,
in a ceremony a mile from the site.

Paul McCormick was a member of the state mine
rescue team that pulled Vancil from the mine. On Sunday,
rescuer and rescued met for the first time in 50 years.

‘“He was skinned up. He really didn’t know where he
was,” McCormick said after the emotional reunion.

Story, Page 3A




FOCUS ON: 1947 MINE EXPLOSION IN CENTRALIA, ILL.
‘T've Tried To Bury It So Often. . . . It Is Almost Impossible To Get Over It

By Patrick E. Gauen
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff
CENTRALIA, 1L

INISTERS PRAYED and mu-
Msicians played Sunday on the

stage of Centralia High
School.

But the star of the mournful com-
memoration of the community’s dead-
ly 1947 coal mine disaster sat quiet
and damp-eyed in the auditorium’s
fourth row.

Joe Vancil, 70, got a standing ova-
tion as the only person still alive who
survived a blast 50 years ago tomor-
row that killed 111 men.

In a strange twist for a day dedicat-
ed to remembrance, Vancil told how
he first learned what happened
through a newspaper he found lying
on his hospital bed when he woke up
days later.

“I don’t really remember the explo-
sion,” he explained, his voice then
failing as he fought for composure. “I

have a few vague recol-
lections of things I think
happened.”

Some trapped
miners lived
several hours,
scratching fare-
well notes to their
families. Folk
composer Woody
Guthrie immor-
talized their
agony in a song.

What, in fact, happened
was that some miners
used coal dust instead of
clay to tamp explosives
into place to blast the end
of a tunnel. The illegal but
then fairly common prac-
tice triggered a dust ex-
plosion that immediately
burned 65 men to death,
leaving toxic fumes to suffocate 46
more.

Vancil was told later that he lay

unconscious for more than six hours and was
initially passed over by rescuers who presumed
him asphyxiated. A fortuitous gasp attracted
their attention.

He was revived and sent home before his
strange behavior alerted loved ones that carbon
monoxide fumes had stolen his memory. He had
the idea that his sore chin was from being socked
by someone.

Vancil’s senses eventually returned at the
hospital, where he saw in the newspaper that his
father and two of his uncles were among the lost.

It took 5% minutes for David Felts, one of
Sunday’s program participants, to read all the
names of the dead, with a pause between each
for a light tap on a bell.

Ruth Bude’s father was on the list. She said
Sunday that she almost didn’t attend the service.

“I've tried to bury it so often,” she explained.

“It was such a shock. And it lasted so long, it is
almost impossible to get over it. But some peo-
ple told me I should come today because it would

be an honor to my dad.”

She was in her first year of teaching at Cen-
tralia High School — the site of Sunday’s ser-
vice — when the disaster occurred in Centralia
Coal Co. No. 5.

Bude, then 23, returned home tofind her

mother on the phone. ““She was half crying and '

half in shock. She said there had been an explo-
sion, and it looked bad,” the daughter recalled.

It would be five days before rescue workers
recovered the body of Edward Bude, 53, and
removed the Iast glimmer of hope from his wife
and only child.

Some trapped miners lived several hours be-
fore dying, scratching farewell notes to their
families. Folk composer Woody Guthrie immor-
talized their agony in a song, ‘“The Dying Mi-
ner,” performed Sunday by the Centralia Cul-
tural Society Chorus.

It ends with a plea to the young to “fix up
these mines so the fires won’t kill daddies no
more.” 3;

There was plenty of fixing to do. At the time,
U.S. coal mines were killing more than 1,000
workers every year. The explosion at No. 5
helped galvanize attention to safety.

It turned out that Gov. Dwight H. Green had
ignored a letter from four miners complaining of
safety problems at No. 5. The blast came 55
weeks later, killing three of them.

A state mine inspector said his boss had
refused to act on his complaints that unsafe
levels of coal dust in No. 5 threatened an
explosion. '

After the disaster, that boss was gone in five
days. Green was ousted at the next election,
partly because of reporting by the Post-Dispatch
that won a Pulitzer Prize.

The Centralia Coal Co. pleaded “‘no contest”
to two misdemeanor charges and paid the maxi-
mum fine of $1,000.

“It’s sad that it takes a disaster. to get the laws
passed to prevent another disaster,” Michael E.
Bunton, District 12 secretary-treasurer of the
United Mine Workers of America, told the gath-
ering Sunday.

State Rep. Kurt Granberg, D-Carlyle, fol-
lowed him with a warning that labor is still
struggling: “Fifty years ago, 111 good working
people gave up their lives to corporate greed. It
continues today.”

In an interview, he said contemporary victims

Crowd Commemorates 111 Miners Who Died

Lloyd Spainhower

Sam Caldwell
ABOVE: An award-winning photo titled “Anx-
ious” depicts the mood at the scene of the
mine disaster 50 years ago near Centralia.
LEFT: Rescue workers gathered to try to reach
men trapped in the mine after the blast.

usually sacrifice in pay and jobs — not with their
lives.

Granberg wants to see a memorial put at the
site of the mine entrance, now forgotten in the
clutter of an industrial park in Wamac, a small
town at the southern edge of Centralia.

About 800 people refused to forget what
happened there, assembling for Sunday after-
noon’s program and singing the same hymns
some of them sang at another sad Palm Sunday

‘gathering at the school 50 years before. Eight of

the miners’ 98 widows attended the 1997
service.

For Vancil, the lone mine survivor, there was
a lingering sadness for both what he could re-
member and what he could not.

He said he went back to No. 5, working
topside for months until he persuaded his bosses
to let him return to the reopened pit. “I went
back to the place where I had been, hoping to
remember what happened,” he explained. “But I
didn’t.”

The mine closed for good two years later.

Vancil went into construction work, often at
mine sites, but never ventured deep into the
earth again.
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