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Jacksonville
August 6, 19569
W.H. Smith and D.J. Berggren

Talked with Mr.S.S. Retzer, a retired rural
mail carrier, at his farm two and one-half
miles S. of Jacksonville on Route 67. He was
familiar with some of the history of the céunty
no., 8 mine,
He said that Frye operated the mine until about
1925, and then it sat idle until about 1935.
In 1935v&6H% miners from Farmington, Ill, re-
opened it, and worked the 65 foot level for a
while. Later they deepened the shaft to about
© 90 feet and found a 3 foot vieén of coal. The
coal had so many horsebacks that the mining
was discouraged. The roof at the lower level
was bad also, being reported as a soft, flakey
shaleby Mr. Retzer., The mine was apparently
abandoned shortly after the lower level was
opened, and has not operated since that time,
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Memorandum

To $ Bill Smith

Fron ¢ Bob Kosanke

Subject ¢ Mine dump sample from Morgan County, Illinois
Date ¢ June 12, 1959

This is the sample you collected from Section 9, TobWship 14 N.,
Range 10 W. , and your question was whether the coal could represent
the Herrin (No. 6) Coal,

Unlike core or column samples, dump samples do not necessarily
provide significant data with regard to abundance of genera and species.
This certainly is true in the case of this sample. The only significant
data is based entirely on what species and genera are present. Spores
were fairly nmumerous and for the most part they were the long ranging
forms common to many of the coals in this part of the section. There
were two exceptions that are important and suggest that you could be
right in considering that this could be the Herrin (No. 6) Coale One
is a genus which ranges from the Briar Bi11 (5a) to the Scottvilke Coal.
The other is a species which ranges from the Herrin (No. 6) well up
into the MclLeansboro.

I am certain that the spores extracted from this sample do not
represent the total spore flora of this coal. However, there is good
evidence although not abundantly so, that the Herrin (No. 6) Coal is
a real possibility.
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