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John €. Moore Corporation, Rochester, N. Y. Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1906, 375706

Mine originally operated by: (1)

Date Superior Coal Co.
1905
Original name or number: ; 3
Illinois Coal Report T OOH p.
LATER OPERATORS
Date Operator Name or No.

10

12

13

jctidie
g 8L
56'S YHO'E f NWcorner MW VM ([1748)
* Also owners #See ownership sheet
Railroad, Wagon, Idle, Abandoned =
C .8 W, h se.36
IDENTIFICATION -1‘: fg N.
S (8 1 b
County No.- 252 - Coal No. :;_}:_;:‘_L:{_%_e T. g ..
5 -8 Gillespie U -~+—+-{—-‘-+'l-r"cc‘ R. &
Quad. 200, Part é “llr“*'":"l“{' +_|I-—b 7 W.
09"3) >/ > " EEE 1"}"1"}"1—7“ a Index No.
County MacOUpin 8765432 |

COAL MINE OPERATOR

(3106 -21531) 3eiEEo

1836 h8
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John €. Moore Corporation, Rochester, N, Y. Binder and lioles in leaves, each Patented 1906,

Location ;

on top. map

. 364228
S— e
LOCATION AND ELEVATION
side Skuv- Npﬁ“q)c;"v“ R. R.
side R. R.

side Highway No.

Location sheet Map Files #9“59"21

/Vacoupm F7 654321
COAL MINE LOCATION AND DATA
(34215—1M—3-30) “E58-7

Elevation: Method, 1. Est. ( ft
9. Inst. _(kind ik 7 ) 6503 ¢
By P e41-248 7) S /M HBH9lr 91pata sheet
DEPTH i
Authority To coal 34T
Authority Rail to rail S S S
i Top of coal above rail. (Bst. Rule) e e L e
1 To coal 3 4‘ ft,
ALTITUDE OF TOP OF COAL
By estimated data
By instrumental data é_O_L_ft.
Thickness -
Max. in. Min. in. Aver. g 4 in. :
GEOLOGICAL DATA
=5 1912
Mine notes, date
Coop No. é 6 Pyr. inv. Coal Ash inv.
CHEMICAL DATA
Analyses Face U.L 5086 -7-& B. M. Others
Car U. I B. M. Others
Org. Sulf U. L B. M. Others s
Ash fusion U. 1. B. M. i Others
Ash anal. il B. M. thers
U. L B. M. Others
Classification R .;_[ . ll 9 U e C . 1 0 1 42
Misc. tests: Coking. Cleaning Boiler
Published descriptions:—
Railroad, Wagon, Idle, Abandoned - : Sec. 3 6
=L e
!1 [
IDENTIFICATION "‘I‘"‘"f“"l"“”g T 8’ N
] iU E =
County No. 9 § Coal No. [ =17 e 7
M 1% 1 —+_-Lj_1_t-T_T—d R Am—
Gillespie i g e W.
Quad. 200 Part é - ===+
! ! 1 |b Ind:
B B e e ndex No.
County T G EEE a

/1836 -hy



John €. Moore Corporation, Rochester, N. Y. Binder and holes in leaves, each P’atented 1908,

3‘34—1('15 £
- e ~— :\_/
( Sheets) COAL PRODUCTION (Sheet )
Period : ! " =
MOa Mo. Day Year Mo. Day Year . Bl :
1935 | 3' #8
8 1 1 1936 12 31 1936 478| 95
/927 57s |os2
/73/ 0/ 1640
: (732 357|9%s7|
8 i3 18937 18 31 1937 614987
=B 3 (1 1938 12 351 1938 645] 5786
1939 5441733
1940 687 1485
S8 1 1 1941 12 31 1941 7421700
S~% ‘1942 194 1— BuP| 029
a3 371106
1avN " 347 | 865
1S 903 j022
1940 W57 |So2,
(747 F5e|) o6
1798 723 |46s0
(749 649|759
Jo GRo|ers
S7 Ho5 707
52 448|oso
53 F08 | 950
SUMMARIES
1595 ” 1%%5 24|615| 837
Railroad, Wagon, Idle, Abandoned mh Sec. 36
" IDENTIFICATION i _1;_"_;_ _‘r' jf' [;: g8 X
=0 SHimEEe e
County I\.To. Z 52 Coal No. :_J';j_j___:;t:j;:d = 2.
Gillespie "r'l”“"f"."""‘"g 7 w
Quad. F9° Part --:—{l | : w! Jl 1: a Inder N6
county Macoupin £§7654082 | 1836 h8
iMine index 66  COAL MINE—PRODUCTION

(24917 —1M-—2-20)) ST



e e ey - \
JohnSes"Ti sure Corpomti‘th-sochester, N.Y. Binder and holes in leaves, !(wh Patented ]906%519 .

ILLINOIS COAL MINE NOTES l ‘

\ TOWN W — T8N RIw 836 N/J\jim’yw (Ee;
COAL BED § DATE W 1 COLLECTOR AR
OPERATOR MM Eoradl Qe MINE % 3 1836
HEAD OFFICE ' e

CAPACITY 3 o o'e MARKETS, FRT. w
\

BNTRANCE (0.3
CAGE SO . ENGINES ‘§-T0e4, Jyaetef R Y534,

DRUM W‘J—g& ’TI
SCREENS Bo \ \,la A
STORAGE

VENTILATION ~\ZartQarn. i . \
kc"-/\'v Vo SRt
GAS, SOURCE

COAL THICKNESS, AV.Y 6 Max. MIN. ELE. FT.
SECTION LOEATED 5
No. e laeNeE R T e e e o R
1 7
2 8
3 9
4 10
. |5 11
6 | TAPE
NOT SHIPPED NOT INCLUDED CAN SAMPLE
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES BY NOS.
ROOF
FLOOR
DIP CLEAT
FAULTS. ETC.

MACHINES Caanehbaxn u Cluoim y Ber2amerc § Smnran o W
HAULAGE %04 eXrae. W 3 Wizt & e) torg,

CARS
DRAINAGE
~ WORKING SYSTEM O 1,
ENTRIES, MAIN CROSS . “”ﬁﬁom PT. 78v0
PILLARS, MAIN CROSS ROOM ==
DRAWN TIMBERS
Note also: Variation in coal, impurities, roof, structure. ﬁ & G 1836»” g
Collect records, analyses, fossils. Note land values, etc. 1%&




John €. Moore Corvoration, Rochester, N. ¥. Biader and holes in leaves, each Patented 1808, 122976

- = o T

Mac aé/i("/ﬂ Ferntd.- e .
OPERATOR § cperior Coal & Mmizg Co. | WNES . 1836
ENTRANCE NAME 0¥ COAL BED
ELEVATION 6%/ /(S }/':f/:r ©¢. THICKNESS OF COAL '
DEPTH TO FLOOR F4§.3°  MAX. MIN. AV.

ALTITUDE OF COAL

LOCATION OF SECTION Agc & /‘74/}1 2 aJ/ f/f/r7

No. SECTION.
3 SECTION
11 Ca i ; 73 | sampLE No. Fclet
2\ flae Bond 74 B
g Cmes / Z 7 CAN No. =
L]
5 ; CONDITION
6
7 GROSS WEIGHT (
8
9 TIME EXPOSED
10 e
11 NOT SHIPPED c
12 [=-
Tape Total NOT INCLUDED Z, Seon

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES BY NUMBERS

ROOF glock Siote arerage /2° Forek , Ls 32-8"
FLOOR /}/‘/#f/'/;car/;. cloy & frord Ylgeshole /18] Ls. 3.

DIP

FAULTS, ETC.
Gerneral A g - .

&S Fhps 5 hort of 70 //a/.i m j/mé////. Fsbiff. Smer
eaaé, Shre. /o/?/-

COLLECTOR £/ /e /o & REFERENCE /Y7 /35 DATE - //-04
2 5% lG?}GﬁgW



John C. Moore Corporation, Rochester, N. Y. Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1906,

N~ b

162392
e
NETHODS

COAL MINING INVESTIGATIONS
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT

Mine Name or No., 45]
!g ’ i mile N W . from
Operator, 191

e Oy Coebe

Operator, 191

Entrance,S fad 1
Depth to bottom coal, 352,

A. Topography / €y

B. Surficial materials,
b

(2) Thickness,

Elev., Same ftr{,_‘abovc, 25 Benld,

. Sec.ﬁ"b

R. R.

WA -
WMiagtow b itn (e .,

below, &9 L2en
i Alt.

SURFACE DATA.

(1) Character

(3) Effect on mining and shaft-sinking, of former

‘drainage lines, underground water strata, ete.

C. Outcrops,
(2) Structure,
(3) Fossil horizons
Collection No.,

(4) Evidences of subsidence ,

(1) Character,

D. Note collection of mine maps, drill records and shaft logs.

Shatt lod, \)»| W,C.Morse m tiles

E. Notes on surrounding area,

See drill record sheet.

NW. Sw- & o | Tl Roleal
/?\\flxv[\/ ! W . -2.q - S :m'L ?‘\ (: W
/;// ./',‘ / 0 .‘f- /;,',/ S ‘[. . LA
/ £ ek ot /\/ 4 e 4 Vi
A ] See 1
Coal bed name: Local, # 6 Survey I i
Collector, State No. 1836'H
Mine, 5. 0 ¢ -2 Co /Vﬁ Bt .., Co-op. No. éé

L.—SURFACE SHEET (Geol.)

#‘Lb’V
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John C.\Moore Corporation, Rochester, N. Y. Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1908. 162392

& =N o ® =9
t UNDERGROUND DATA (cont’d.)
K. (5) Physical character of coal in bcnchcs,
(a) Relative hardness, Zﬁ © J

/ o7 okl
427 ey T eS¢

.}

(b) Lustre, Ve e, ,5 ~/ A,/v/',;l L
(c) Fracture,ﬁ?/z; a..i': e
(d) Texture, S5
(6) Impurities in coal. other than bedded,
(a) Kind, 4 /C' SALL LG NEAD : : -
(b) Position and persistence, - /;/ ¢ A5 12 el ed | Lt
TRk e S AP el o X2 A ‘

(c) Rejected, Ease of separation,
L)
L. Floor: (1) Matenal /L; /
(2) Thickness  ~ /
(3) Variation « << ’ 8= P

See

(4) Note character, condition, tendency to heave, relation to undercutting com-
mercial value.
S
Y

P20 Ao

;7//)7 2 o — S
VA <
b Bo.ss foe

/ o et

See
(5) Clay sample No. Location,
M. Stratigraphy
(1) Fossiliferous horizons underground,
Collection No. Location,
N. Notes on effect of deep drilling in coal mine areas.
¢ 1/ L - S s
i :
| { -
T i —
Sake 1 U NG :
T ; See
Collector, L AL 4z Coal 77 & ] L__T State No, 1836 A8
Mine,. "'/( e ) ’“'\ 3 Co. ,J///(L e L Co-op. No. & & &

N—UNDERGROUND SHEET (Geol.) If 35 >



John €. Moore Corporation, Rochester, N. ¥. Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1306, 162392

K 0RES | noDERK
I HETHODS
— 3 . .

COAL MINING INVESTIGATIONS
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT

Mine Name or No.

.3
11/4 .N.W..  Benld

Operator, 191
Superior Coal Co.

Operator, 191

Entrance, ShaftElev.Same ft. {-‘wae' ~a Benld ¥acoupin Co.

below; S
Depth to bottom coal, ft. Alt.
SURFACE DATA.
A. Topography l.evel See
B. Surficial materials, (1) Character
(2) Thickness, (3) Effect on mining and shaft-sinking, of former

drainage lines, underground water strata, etc.

Elevation 640 from Rolfe by adjusting.
See Staunton quadrangle.

See

C. Outcrops, (1) Character, See

(2) Structure, See

(3) Fossil horizons See
Collection No.,

(4) Evidences of subsidence , See

D Note collection of mine maps, drill records and shaft logs.

See drill record sheet.
E. Notes on surrounding area,

No., 2.  N.W, B.W. Sec, €. T. 7 N. R. 6W,
Nol 1.  N.W. '8.W. BSecl209, | 1.8 N. Ra 6¥.

E-W parting good. In going E. ot W. the

top coal always shoots down.
NeS. iy sometimes sticks.
See

Coal bed name: Local, Noe 6 Survey

Collector, F. ,[)T ]('(]/g % State No. 1836 //g
Mine Superior LaJE Co‘Ma'C Oup:’CQ-OP. No. 66

; #rHe

T CATTOTNAMNTT OITIITIT /1)






John €. Moore Corporation, Rochester, N. ¥, Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1906, 162392

R

UNDERGROUND DATA (cont’d.)
K. (5) Physical character of coal in benches,
(a) Relative hardness, Bottom hardest

(b) Lustre, Top brightest

(c) Fracture, Blocky but cleat does not show
(d) Texture, strong See

(6) Impurities in coal. other than bedded,
(a) Kind, Mostly gyp

(b) Position and persistence, Digstributed in faces
throughout

(¢) Rejected, Kase of separation,
L

L. Floor® (1) Material Clay
(2) Thickness 18%-24"
(3) Variation Fairly clean

(4) Note character, condition, tendency to heave, relation to undercutting com-
- mercial value.

 Heaves mine the coal
Thin clay precludes commercial proposition

(5) Clay sample No. Location,
M. Stratigraphy
(1) Fossiliferous horizons underground,

Collection No. Location,

N. Notes on effect of deep drilling in coal mine areas.
liine has been averaging 4200 tons daily.
Automatic cages & relief

See
Collector, = 5 Leuly Coal '_' State No. 1836 H 8
MineSupericr No. ¢b. Macoupin Co-op. No. 66

N.—UNDERGROUND SHEET (Geol.) 95 %



John @, Moore Corporation, Rochester, N. Y, Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1906, :8og9s

i
\y/—d N, METHODS . f— /

Wherever the limestone is very rolly
and protrudes, slicken sides are found.

Limesteone very nodular in places, in
others smooth.

Black slate lenticular.

Up to 6 ft.

The mammilary protuberances are always
of lime, and the large amount of slickena

sides in lime and shale probably shows origin
by pressure.

Costs outside of wages 15¢ per ton
last half year.

Extra No. 66

1836 #§
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Jolm €, Moore Corporation, Rochester, N. Y, Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1906, 180995

| HODERN ]
o - ES Sg“naus St~

- e

5th E. 1lst S,

Slate roof.

30" Bright coal with gyp facin% tho
.hot abundant. Toward top few
mother cecal bands. One very
small sulph. streak.

1/2¢ Band usually sulph. Some places
dirt. Characteristic of bed.

24" Dullecoal, laminated

One 3/4" mother coal 6" from
top, one or two irregular sulph.
streaks.

Fine laminstions dirt and coal
near vottom.,

2/4" Sulph. DNot persistent.
Banded dulland bright.
i
127172 §More glance near bottom

"
- 1/4"-1/2"The steel band" sulphur/

Pergists. Parts the coal. Clean.

& 1/2" Bright, clean coal 50 ft.
1 1/2" Blue band sulph. and shale.

03

4" Brighter, cleaner and harder
coal.

1836 H¥
No. 68
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John (,LLAoure Corporation. Rochester, N, Y. Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1906, 166509
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John €L Moore Corporation. Rochester, N, ¥, Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1906, 166350:;
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John €. Moore Corporation. Rochester, N;Y Binder and holes in leaves, éach Patented 1906, 166500

,\_/,/—/ - \\_/
COAL MINING INVESTIGATION
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT :
Operator, . ,“m 2 gl O W Da}te, : i »191 2
Mine, & i Located =} miles*< &
i N i
Location in mine/ ’}(j rewr— 37 A/ 0 M > Frg

Total (vertical) depth frOm sur:face at point of samphng, .o

In describing the beds and character of the members, note-uany member that is
rejected by the miner. Note all clay and sulphur partings, whatever their thickness.
Exclude from sample all clay and sulphur partings £ inch thick or over (and even those
of less thickness if they are rejected at mine or tipple).

SecrioN oF BED AT POINT SAMPLED

No. DESCRIPTION FEET INCHES
1" ,r'j j ‘ 7 ‘ rf,
P ,\ 9 ; ! V 7 -
3 = HEE
P e 7
X 4 - e
~ N l‘
5 A
‘>< 6 - v .i .
£ - v é
// 8 ; /
e 51 4 4 , M
! 9 S A/
| L 1o . ;
I 1t
SRR I Sy
i {13
i - =
15 ;

—
D
=

b=t~ 17 ! 3 7 = S
i f*{ ‘ ToTAL /j/ /O ’/”!/'
Is coal wet or dry? f iwp ‘ sk
Time exposed, — | hours, J D4 minutes.
Weight, A /o gross, . net.
What are the impurities, and how do they d&ears-— 5 // 7
el P it

What are sh1pped? /- =T AT |
What are excluded from the sample? A ¢/ -

j o bed, 7 ¢
=‘;‘gDirection (N., NE., etc.). & fNearest raﬂwa.y stat101§1

Town, & /% § v &l Mine, \V’ ;

Sample No {&ﬁ ot Can No. | S+ /j /7

g ——COAL SAMPLE SHEET Sampler. / 7 é‘f oS

8/(7 27672
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T ohn_!‘%o_o‘f-e Corporatien  Rochester, N, ¥ Biner and holes in leaves, 4~h Patented 1&10&_ 8509
e -
COAL MINING INVESTIGATION
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT

Operator, «) Y 6 Date, Sz /i = /7 i 101 s
= # = e 2
Mine, 73 Located S~ miles futiommfeomind., oo y
ai U ‘ o A 7 /)
Location in mine,| £ 4701 Fad @, W,,uw“’ g ( ZEVT o >

Total (vertical) depth from surface at point of sampling,

In describing the beds and character of the members, note any member thaﬁ‘ as
rejected by the miner. Note all clay and sulphur partings, whatever their thickness."
Exclude from sample all clay and sulphur partings § inch thick or over (and eve!i those
of less thickness if they are rejected at mine or tipple).

SECTION OF BED AT POINT SAMPLED

N

Noi DESCRIPTION . FEET INcHES
T - —
X 2
3
X 4
5
X6 ;
e 7
\>( 8
9
X o
: 11
12 ¢
13 g
14 79
154 | 4 }
16| g or~ flpel (
17 > S
! i TOTAL,
Is coal wet or dry? /2, 7 J :
Time exposed, /'l hors, =  minutes.
Weight, s, net.
What are the impurities, and how do they occur? 5050 1/ S 14/ # §
What are s]npped? /o 9 . T »_i.‘, — Sf
What are excluded from the sample? (s ; 2
‘% 6-»&&; 7 Coal bedf ¢ “' .
*D1rect1on (N., NE. etc) iNearest railway station.
Town, <5 / 4 % : Mine, * }\ ‘é y vkt p, w
Qample No. age /7 Can No. ¢ %

I—COAL SAMPL SHEET Sarnpler g 441
Macou Em #2853 (! e
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Tohn (- Moore Corporation. Rochester, N.Y Binder and holes il leaves, each Patented 1906, r66509

COAL MINING INVESTIGATION
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT

Operator, Wwpzrver (e ol Dat

Mine, 7 .;.,_:,” . Located | e m11es* W;{ frornT, S e S
ba \ / LA P v

Location in mine, /’ﬁ &7 4 > 7 AL

7

Total (vertical) depth from Strface at pomt of samphng, (5 ::f ¢

In describing the beds and character of the members, note any member that is
rejected by the miner. Note all clay and sulphur partings, whatever their thickness.
Hxclude from sample all clay and sulphur partings 2 inch thick or over (and even those
of less thickness if they are rejected at mine or tipple).

SECTION OF BED AT POINT SAMPLED

DESCRIPTION FEET INCHES

Z
<

®
3

X

A
P
= O O 00 G ERN

12

13 80

14

15 i

16 2 ; 4

T AR / Sk Sy Er" AT ;

Ll e 7 | sos
Is coal wet or dry? ¥ 23 [ '
Time exposed, 1 // hours, £ < minutes.
Weight, gross, v net,
\Vhat are the impurities, and how do they occur? 57 17 ¢ Do / Lt =
What are shlpped? R Cl— ;’ = <
What are excluded from the samplc? g f "] ) = /f W ’
Coal'hed,” & i
*Direc:tion (N., NE., etc.). iNearest railway station.

Town,* TS Siv ', 2 Mine, .2 '
Sample No, 7 /o (e’ Can No. | &727, XA'Z

—COAL SAMPLE SHEET. Sampler. Vi




= 5 Z 8N ALNNOD

BH I8/ = .\gh\vww.
=t O i P A ) S e e o e = e o | -
ON X3pujy e T .F_ __ —F"g FW\ \“Q“Q\w\ uno)

A Q T _1 ) 1 «lHl i
" B mlﬁlwm.l_mmﬂﬂ,”: ............ FEgieih u\m\wv&\.w-.mgq
'S _ m,i_!“\.L_|Tu_n++u L ,.
: L1 LAy e AL seq st f e ok
FECE S AT A Mk
. b ) Sl e )
TR i o e

! 3
= N
| ) h
G # R
S o
N REE

n« m N /m

oy N 1

i I vy
5 < e
ew : /f -

. A

S EEEMEREERE

e B T S WO

A

RN AEE

m Wx W N N
i IF EREERELE R
U EL S NEE DR e
§ ! @ S T

) AT RS SRS

EEENEENEE THE Sk

: L/ 4” M N av

WS S A0S SRE - SR

ERBR LR D WL
e B
5 O 6 O

‘%Qo\ﬁ.\@\ﬁ.\ovm\ r.\v h\&\\»vh%\.
M..kn, J\&T\MO\\»A“J

CO6E6E 906 PaIU21B [OEI ‘S0ABI| uI s3]0y puB Iopurg °X °N ‘I91seyo0)] ‘uoiieiodion) aI0Oy 1) uyof



John C. Moore Corporation, Rochester, N. Y. Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1805, 286434

Symbol

-
[ METHEOS ]

(1 division=3 in.)

H—
I

Ll

2.

/

G-

Zd s }’;},(,~ A e g‘.—.“(L
cld”

{//./&5,—_; e £/, {F;:“’)

J

47” 57/ ﬁ/j’ v 76&'-'/

/31

e & TN 3
Wk 1:#
Description \3«:» 2 . ) Inches
A‘l-7

[V

4 : : /
//fa,/'q"/' lowes #° Jfirs iota Féq‘l

2, e A
= 77‘/4 NN, poory
6

9/7/40

Collector, S, ¢ /747/*‘6

Mine.

Q.—COAL SECTION SHEET.

o2 &2 Co.

//a'(aap//‘r
COUNTY g, 25 2 536 A&

Coal: Survey No. '_él
Index No.



John G Moote Corporation, Rochester, N. Y. Binder and holes in leaves, each Patented 1906,

=

367362

T b o

%—o"—vo KMW

clodd " oe Wbﬁfo%y} f/e—éxos‘

e W%«M%/y«t
e e Condl aoref Leloc LA,
| =AW BRPLaFITE 4 '?5"%
foa 6 , NEK 7% N, B 5l oeetocn

;@//*W /wzéy
oo 6 | LO0Z W ?Zf-’L/Vw——/ .
At W.ﬁz& rf%%j/;
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Quad 240 Part 1 - .f_.:_.|_]._g

it =l b

County //aco‘(f/” Index No. /36 H & -_:l"i“l“:_-;":—"r"a
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 Superior Coal Co.

mines gave birth
to Macoupin towns

SPRINGFIELD - For most of the
first half of this century the coal
that stoked the steam engines of the
locomolives of the Chicago and
Northwestern Railroad came from
the four Superior Coal Co. mines
clustered in southeast Macoupin
Counly.

Superior Coal Co. was owned by
the railroad, and the mines’
production was used solely to
supply its needs. 3

No. 1 mine was sunk in 1903. The

P/(/ town of Eagerville grew up around

« , it. The same year, No. 2 gave birth

/ o Sawyerville.
¥ 0. 3 was opened a year later at

./ the site of what would become Mt._
“, Clare. In 1918 No.4, next to which

thetown of Wilsonville grew up,
started préduction.

‘‘These four mines were
considered the largest and most
productive coal mines in the state
during World War I, according to
a 150th anniversary history of
Macoupin County published in 1979.

BY THE TIME the last of the
four mines had closed in 1954, they
had produced 122 million tons of
coal for the C & NW's mighty
locomotives before diesel engines
took over. That is more than one-
fourth the 309 million tons of coal
produced in the county between
1882 and the end of 1984 by literally
dozens of mines, according to the
Illinois Department of Mines and

nerars.

AT their peak in 1926, the four
Superior Mines employed around
3,000 men, with Wilsonville No. 4
alone employing over 1,000. When

mines were on their last legs in
1850, employment had dropped to
1,469, with 437 workimg No.4. The
Gauses were both a declining
demand for the coal by the railroad
and the effects of increasing
mechanization.

Because of frequent idling during
the Great Depression, employment
at the mines would have dropped
substantially then. It did not
because of agreements between the
company and the union to “‘share
the work’’ between the men,
instead of layoffs.

Alfred *“Tuffy’’ Dumez, now 83,
who worked in No. 4 mine at
Wilsonville all the years it was
open, still treasures a 1932 ledger
kept by his father, Emile Dumez,
who was the *'pit committee
chairman’’ for the union, keeping
track of the number of days each
miner worked. There are 1,146
different names in the book.

“THEY WOULD raise hell if it
didn’t come out to the exact
number of days,” said Alfred
Dumez.

His father was perhaps typical of
the immigrants who worked the
Superior Coal Co. and other mines
in Macoupin County at the time.
Emile Dumez had started working
in the mines at age 11 in his native
France. When he came to America,
he worked in the coal fields of
Pennsylvania before ending up in
Wilsanville.

A large proportion of the miners
in Macoupin County in this century,
unlike those in the more southern
parts of the state, were born in
Europe. They had begun working in
the pits as children in ‘“The Old
Country” on “the other side of the
pond,” as a couple of them recently
described it.

““There was a babble of tongues
spoken on the streets of most coal
mining communities in the county
in the early 1900s, and teaching
English to all these people was the
problem of the period,” the 150th
year history of Macoupin noted.

In most families, it was never
questioned that the sons would
follow their fathers into the coal
mines.

Alfred Dumez, for example,
followed his father into Superior
No. 4 at age 16, making $1.80 a day
as a “trapper,” opening the doors
in the m‘ine tunnels for the mules

* name of the 21-year-old miner =

GOM ) -) b =5

dennis
*] MCMURRAY

e

veleqraph
capirvol
. CORRESPONDENT

TEAKERT HAD a chance to play
minor league professional ball in
Springfield at age 15, but instead
went to work in No. 4.

“If your dad was an old coal
miner that’s what you did,” added
Teakert, who is also known around
Wilsonville by the nickname “‘the
old pro.”

There were other miners who did
not survive accidents in the mine
and live to reminisce about the
years later, or to think about what
other turns their lives might have
taken if they hadn’t been coal
miner’s sons.

The official report for the same
period in which Tuffy Dumez had
his accident lists four fatalities just
at Superior No. 4 at Wilsonville, in
a six-month period.

A miner killed on the job in an
Illinois mine in the period rated a
short paragraph in the annual state
reports. It noted for example that
James Chadwick, 40, was killed by
falling slate on Dec. 21, 1921,
leaving a widow and three children.
Thomas Durgin, 56, was killed in a
shot explosion on Oct. 31, 1921, Pete
Sandowski died on Sept. 27 of that
year from blood poisoning from an
injured thumb and ““Camillo
Baruetta, age 21, died on March 11,
1922, “from injuries received two
days previous by being caught .
between pit cars in Mine No. 4.”

The report badly misspelled the

caught between pit cars. He was
actually Camillo Battuello, brother
of Colombo Battuello, who still lives
in Wilsonville and worked at No. 4
for 30 years, and Jack Battuello,
the instigator of the 1937 sit-down N.
strike at Mine No. 4 described on 8
the “Backpage” of today’s
Telegraph.

i E.

COLOMBO BATTUELLO recalls W.
that *‘it took us all time to get him
(Camillo) to the hospital at
Litchfield over those muddy
roads."”

*“There were a lot of fatalities
here. I could name 20 of them
now,” he said in a recent interview.

According to reports of the
Iilinois Department of Mines and
Minerals, 34 men were killed in
accidents at the Wilsonville mine
while it was in production from
1918-1954. A staggering 1,729
accidents involving loss of seven
days work or more were reported
to the state during the life of the
mine. 4

Colombo Battuello blames the
heavy overburden (slate and other
loose materials below the bedrock
as a major reason for the many
fatalities and serious accidents.

Ironically, he said the mine had

ushed-into an area of good

ock topping —“no bolting was
necessary’ — about the time it was.
closed.

Two basic safety developments in
present day mininF would also have
prevented many of those accidents,
he added.

One is roof bolting. Present
underground coal mines, like
Monterey near Carlinville, use
machines that bolt the roofs of the
tunnels. In the old days timber was
used to shore up the roofs and they
would often rot and collapse on the
miners,

The other big safety
improvement was the hard safety
hat with its battery powered head
lantern. The miners in the 1920s
and even 1930s were still using
canvas caps and carbide lamps
with open flames, The caps
provided no protection from falling
debris.
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