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Zeigler To Reopen Coulterville Mine

By Robert Steyer
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

Zeigler Coal Holding Co. said Friday that it will
reopen its Old Ben Mine No. 11 in Coulterville, Ill, in
January.

The company, based in Fairview Heights, said it is
recalling 70 employees Oct. 1 to help prepare the
mine, which has been idled this year.

When full operations resume, the mine should have
more than 200 workers, said Mark Cavinder, vice
president and general manager of Old Ben. The mine
has 10 years worth of reserves and should produce 2.5
million tons of coal annually.

The reopening of the Coulterville mine will coincide
with the closing of the Spartan Mine at year’s end.

That mine, in Sparta, Iil., has run out of reserves. It
has about 190 employees.

“This mine had 45 years of production, which is
quite an accomplishment,” Cavinder said. “We regret
having to close good mines, and we regret the effect it
has on people who have given great service to the
mining industry for many years.”’

The reopening of Old Ben No. 11 and the closing of
‘the Spartan Mine had been forecast by Zeigler last
year. The only surprise was Zeigler’s decision to close
the Spartan Mine six months earlier than it had
predicted.

The Spartan Mine, which opened in 1951, is the
oldest operating underground mine in Illinois, Zeigler
said. It will produce 2.3 million tons of coal this year.
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